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OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
AND  TREATMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 

For  the  Year  1922, 


BY 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.  (Durh.),  D.P.H.  (Camb.), 
Of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrister-at-Law. 

Fellow  and  Member  of  Council  ( Past  President  Yorkshire  Branch ) 
of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 


l*ublic  Health  Depai-tnient, 
Batley, 

March,  192;j. 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Batley. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I present  for  your  information  the  Annual  Reports 
for  1922  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  The  foirner  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  Circular  359  of  the  Ministiy  of  Health  dated  January 
10th,  1923,  and  the  latter  as  required  by  Form  6 M issued  by  the 
Board  of  Education  in  December,  1920, 

A penisal  will  supply  in  outline  the  main  features  of  the 
work  of  the  medical  departments  of  the  Town  Council  during  1922, 
although  there  are  a number  of  matters  to  which  lack  of  space 
prevents  reference  being  made. 

The  principal  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  the 
Maternity  Home.  It  was  a success  from  the  commencement. 
There  is  no  occasion  to  advertise  the  institution.  Those  mothers 
who  have  been  patients  are  themselves  active  missionaries  and 
proclaim  the  benefits  received  whilst  residents  there. 

An  important  instance  was  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  whereby  for  the  first 
time  power  is  given  to  Local  Authorities  to  refuse  to  register 
retail  milk  vendors  under  certain  conditions.  There  ought  to  be  no 
difficulty  in  administering  these  matters  in  Batley  for,  according 
to  a report  in  the  Local  Press  on  February  27th,  1923,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Heavy  Woollen  District  Branch  of  the  National 
Farmers’  Union  and  the  Heavy  Woollen  District  Farmers’  Asso- 
ciation said  “ It  was  the  fault  of  public  authorities  if  milk  was 
not  produced  now  under  idea!  conditions.” 

Cordial  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee  (Councillors  Milnes  and  Fearnsides)  for 
kindly  interest  displayed  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment and  their  assistance  readily  given  at  all  times.  To  my 
colleagues,  the  members  of  the  staff,  I offer  my  appreciation  of 
their  valuable  work  during  the  year. 

fi.  H.  PEARCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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1.  Summary  of  Statistics,  1922. 


Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  3,227 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  37,070 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  36,151 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  Census  1921  Registrar 
Tenements  with  more  than  two  occupants  per  room  at  General’s 

Census,  1921  figures  not 

Proportion  per  cent,  to  population  in  private  families  yet  available. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.9 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  11.4 

Number  of  Births  ...  (Males  324)  (Females  318)  Total  642 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  14 ; Females  21)  ...  Total  35 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  17.3 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  54.5 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away 

from  Batley  (Males  218;  Females  261)  ...  Total  479 

Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  12.9 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  I’egistered  ...  84.1 

Illegitimate  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  registered  ...  142 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  0.8 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  0.4 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  0.4 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (excluding 

Phthisis)  2.2 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  1.1 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  238 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  41 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  15 

Number  of  Inquests  26 

Rateable  Value  £180,420 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £l  produces  £692 

Rainfall  in  inches  32.72 

Number  of  Wet  Days  190 

Parliamentary  Voters  18,511 

Local  Government  Voters  15,799 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  £8,640  13  3 

Primary  Vaccinations  172 

Exemption  Certificates  granted  .336 
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2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Borough  of  Batley.-  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during  1922  and  Previous  Years. 


Nktt  Deaths  belonging  to  the 

Nett  Births. 

District. 

year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Under  1 V'ear  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

Rate. 

j 

Number.  1 

Rate  per 
1,000  Nett 

Number. 

Rate. 

1 

Birth.s. 

1911 

36,4.35 

852 

23.3 

160 

187.7 

637 

17.4 

1912 

36,602 

872 

23.S 

100 

114.6 

513 

14.0 

1913 

36,775 

852 

23.1 

98 

115 

517 

14.0 

1914 

36,949 

817 

22.1 

122 

149 

564 

15.2 

1915 

36,355 

749 

20.6 

89 

118 

661 

18.1 

r 

For  B.  Rate. 

1916  ...] 

38,227 

For  D.  Rate 

714 

18.6 

88 

123.2 

572 

16.2 

1 

35,135 

/■ 

For  B Rate. 

1917  ...] 

37,678 

For  D.  Rate 

595 

15.7 

(J9 

115.9 

559 

16.6 

1 

33,801 

r 

For  B.  Rate. 

1918 

36,422 

For  D.  Rate 

612 

16.8 

76 

124,1 

641 

19.7 

I 

32,506 

( 

For  B.  Rate. 

1919  .... 

36,593 

For  D.  Rate. 

616 

16.4 

62 

100.6 

566 

16.1 

35,128 

1920 

36,-527 

888 

24.3 

74 

83.3 

484 

13.2 

1921 

36,910 

791 

21.4 

64 

80.9 

460 

12.4 

1922 

.37,070 

642 

17.3 

54 

84.1 

479 

12.9 

( Total.  Male.  Female.] 

Births  -N  Leg 607  310  297  V Birth  Rate,  17.3 

I II  leg 35  14  21  J 


Deaths,  479.  Death  Rate,  12.9. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — Leg.  49,  llleg.  5.  Total  54. 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth  : 
from  sepsis.  Nil  ; from  other  causes,  4. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  3 


TABLE  X. 

Birth-rate,  Death  rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1922. 

(Provisional  fiqures.  Populations  estimated  to  the  vtiddle  of  1921  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  Table. 
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21- 0 

CO 

England  anil  Wales  

lO.i  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

Towns,  including  London. 

155  Smaller  1'owns  (1921  Adjusted 

HopuliUions  211,000-50.000)  ... 

London  

BAT LEV  

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1922.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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Influenza 
Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

{Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuhereulous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 

Laryngismus  Stridulus 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

( Diarrhoea 
I Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth  . . . 
Atelectasis 

{Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility 
Marasmus 
Other  Causes 
Violent  Deaths  ... 


an 


1 

1 

9 

4 

1 


Totals 
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1 


13 


2 1 
3 
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1 
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15 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


Y’  ear. 

Great  Towns. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Batley. 

1891 

167 

150 

239 

1893 

181 

159 

257 

1895 

182 

161 

198 

1901 

167 

151 

209 

1904 

161 

145 

236 

1906 

145 

133 

182 

190S 

128 

123 

162 

1911 

141 

130 

187 

1914 

114 

104 

149 

19l^() 

85 

80 

83 

1921 

87 

83 

80 

1922 

82 

77 

84 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 


^'eilr. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 
birth.s  registe’-ed 

Y^ear 

Number. 

Rate  per  1 000 
births  registered 

1908 

28 

32.5 

1915 

30 

40.0 

1909 

21 

28.5 

1916 

28 

39.3 

1910 

34 

41.3 

: 1917 

32 

53  7 

1911 

40 

46.9 

1918 

41 

66.9 

1912 

41 

47.0 

! 1919 

51 

829 

1913 

39 

45.7 

1920 

50 

56.3 

1914 

43 

52.6 

i 1921 

39 

49.3 

1 1922 

35 

54.5 

Deaths  of  Illegitim.^te  Infants. 

Deaths 

OF  Legitimate  Infants 

Y eaf. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 
births  registered 

Y ear. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000 
birttis  registerd 

1908 

8 

285 

1908 

131 

157.6 

1909 

7 

334 

1909 

79 

110.4 

1910 

10 

294 

1910 

97 

122.1 

1911 

9 

225 

1911 

151 

185.9 

1912 

6 

146 

1912 

94 

113.1 

1913 

7 

179 

1913 

91 

111.9 

1914 

10 

232 

1914 

112 

144.7 

1915 

7 

233 

1915 

82 

114.0 

1916 

6 

214 

1916 

1917 

4 

12.5 

1917 

1918 

9 

219 

1918 

67 

117.3 

1919 

10 

196 

1919 

52 

92.0 

1920 

5 

100 

1920 

69 

82.3 

1921 

5 

128 

1921 

59 

78.4 

1922 

5 

142 

1922 

49 

80.7 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Batley  for  the  Years  1912  to  1922. 


YEAR. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1916 

191G 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

Knieric  Fever  

2 

1 

4 

o 

4 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

Small  Pox  

1 

. . 

Measles  

21 

2 

o 

27 

2 

32 

13 

4 

9 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

5 

7 

16 

9 

9 

5 

1 

3 

i 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

5 

G 

18 

21 

6 

5 

3 

4 

3 

Influenza  

13 

9 

4 

9 

12 

3 

104 

83 

7 

9 

23 

Encephalitis  Letiiargica  ... 

. . . 

Meningoccal  Meningitis  ... 

. . . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  

35 

20 

45 

35 

31 

40 

36 

30 

25 

22 

17 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

6 

17 

18 

19 

17 

12 

6 

12 

6 

5 

14 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

32 

40 

40 

36 

47 

46 

51 

39 

56 

42 

44 

Rheumatic  Fever  

1 

6 

5 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Diabetes  

... 

2 

5 

Cerebral  Hsemorrhage,  &c 

• • 

44 

43 

Heart  Disease  

51 

55 

46 

96 

60 

65 

47 

67 

41 

46 

65 

Arterio  Sclerosis  

18 

28 

Bronchitis  

54 

40 

45 

68 

40 

60 

56 

58 

44 

45 

53 

Pneumonia  (all  foims) 

32 

32 

54 

54 

45 

46 

56 

32 

22 

28 

25 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

9 

7 

4 

7 

6 

2 

2 

10 

8 

5 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duod- 
enum  

4 

6 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under2 yr.«.) 

4 

30 

24 

9 

10 

12 

8 

4 

11 

11 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

3 

5 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

26 

32 

20 

43 

5 

34 

23 

25 

17 

28 

21 

Puerperal  .Sepsis  

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

. . . 

Other  Accidents  & Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  & Parturi. 
tion  

3 

2 

5 

7 

5 

1 

1 

3 

O 

4 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  Premature 
Birth 

45 

38 

39 

35 

31 

29 

33 

30 

38 

31 

26 

Suicide 

2 

3 

4 

6 

• 1 

O 

o 

O 

3 

4 

5 

O 

O 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

8 

12 

17 

15 

19 

9 

14 

11 

9 

12 

8 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

147 

157 

161 

148 

176 

137 

158 

145 

167 

88 

66 

Diseases  ill  defined  or  un- 
known   

1 

2 

o 

1 

1 

1 
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The  general  death-rate  of  12.9  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  With  the  exception  of  the  previous  year 
(when  this  rate  was  12.4  per  1,000)  it  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
for  Batley. 

The  infantile  death-rate  of  84  per  1,000  births  registered  is 
slightly  higher  than  in  the  two  previous  years,  when  the  respective 
figures  were  80  and  83.  The  figure  84  is  very  satisfactoi-y  for  an 
industrial  town  like  Batley,  and  bears  testimony  to  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  during  recent  years  to  stem  the  large 
and  unnecessary  waste  of  child  life,  but  analysis  shews  things  are 
better  than  appears  to  be  the  case  at  first  sight.  There  were  only 
54  deaths  of  infants  under  twelve  months  during  1922,  a lower 
number  than  has  ever  been  the  case  previously,  but  as  the  in- 
fantile death  rate  is  calculated  upon  the  number  of  births  regis- 
tered, and  as  this  figure  during  1922  was  642,  against  791  and  S88 
in  the  two  previous  years,  it  will  be  apparent  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  we  have  a less  number  of  infantile  deaths,  the 
actual  rate  is  higher  than  when  there  were  more  deaths.  Had 
the  number  of  births  been  the  same  in  1922  as  in  1921  the  infantile 
death-rate  for  1922  would  have  been  68  instead  of  84  per  1,000. 
Twenty-five  of  the  54  infantile  deaths  were  due  to  premature 
birth  and  allied  conditions,  the  result  of  causes  operating  upon 
mother  and  infant  before  birth.  A variety  of  reasons  undoubtedly 
caused  these  25  deaths,  and  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  the 
majority  were,  the  result  of  venereal  disease.  Female  labour,  un- 
favourable home  circumstances,  and  many  other  conditions  were 
contributory  causes,  but.  as  provionsly  stated  in  1921,  the  findings 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Vennrp.al  Diseases,  1916,  should  not 
be  overlooked  where  it  is  pointed  out: — “Of  ante  natal  deaths 
and  deaths  in  early  infancy  a large  proportion  ai'e  due  to  syphilis. 
Of  registered  still  births  probably  at  least  half  ai’e  due  to  syphilis.’’ 
The  number  of  known  still-births  in  Batley  during  1921  was  41. 

Tt  is  usual  to  take  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  of 
childr^’n  under  two  rears  as  an  index  of  the  General  sanitary 
condition  of  an  area.  Tn  Batley  during  1922  this  rate  was  4.6 
per  1,000,  against  6.2  for  England  and  Wales,  7.6  for  the 
County  Boroughs,  5.6  for  the  smaller  towns,  and  7.1  for  London. 
An  examination  of  the  Batley  figures  shews  that  during  the  ten 
year  period  1890  to  1899  the  average  yearly  number  of  deaths  from 
infantile  diarrhoea  was  35.  and  in  the  period  1900  to  1909  it  was 
49.  The  almost  entire  abolition  of  privy  middens,  with  consequent 
lessening  of  breeding  grounds  for  flies,  occupied  the  period  1910  to 
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JSJIJ),  when  the  aveiage  yearly  inuiila'i'  of  deatli.s  fell  to  1(J,  whiUt 
since  1920  particular  attention  has  been  devoted  to  infant  wel- 
fare, the  promotion  of  breast  feeding,  and,  where  this  is  not 
possible,  the  feeding  of  infants  on  dried  milk — which  is  practically 
geim  free  and  does  not  contain  the  pollutions  so  conunonly  found 
in  ordinary  cow’s  milk,  so  fatal  to  infants— has  resulted  in  a fur- 
ther reduction,  the  average  for  the  three  years  being  8,  whilst 
last  year  the  actual  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  was  3. 
There  are  still  instances  where  manure  from  stables  and  cow  sheds 
accumulates  and  where  the  Borough  bye-laws  are  not  observed 
either  respecting  regular  removal  or  the  receptacles  provided. 
This,  of  course,  assists  fly  breeding  considerably. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to 
Influenza.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  not  all  due  to  true  In- 
fluenza. Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  also  claimed  about  the  same 
number  of  victims  as  in  previous  years.  It  would  be  well  if  more 
attention  was  paid  to  the  ventilation  of  places  of  public  resort  and 
amusement.  In  some  the  atmosphere  is  extremely  bad  on  occa- 
sions. Persons  frequenting  them  would  be  well  advised  to  favour 
those  where  these  conditions  do  not  exist,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  they  should  not  forget  that  often  the  state  of  affairs  in  their 
own  homes  through  neglect  to  open  windows,  the  fastening  up  of 
chimneys  in  bedrooms,  etc.,  is  very  detrimental  to  their  own 
health. 

There  is  an  improvement  in  the  Phthisis  death  rate  which  is 
welcome,  the  fall  commencing  in  1918  having  continued.  If  in- 
struction in  elementary  hygiene,  including  food  values,  could  be 
given  to  scholars  in  the  day  schools,  if  persons  would  ventilate 
their  houses  and  take  advantage  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight  so  far 
as  is  possible,  and  if  the  Nation  took  such  steps  as  would  free 
the  milk  and  meat  supplies  from  Tuberculosis,  whilst,  in  addition, 
healthy  homes  could  be  built  and  intelligently  used  by  their  occu- 
pants, this  disease  would  be  largely  overcome.  Such  will  not 
be  the  case  in  this  generation  or  for  many  years  to  come,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  it  is  quite  possible  on  these  lines  to  rid  the 
country  of  Tuberculosis.  In  other  words  it  means  the  expenditure 
of  money  and  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  individual  in 
promoting  his  own  health,  and  the  realisation  that  much  depends 
on  his  own  efforts. 

There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  1922,  and 
further  comment  does  not  appear  necessaiw.  An  examination  of 
the  tables  given  will  supply  full  particulars. 


3.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

BOROUGH  OF  BAXLEY.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  Year  1922. 
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Males  23,  Females  18.  f Males  4,  Females  11.  Total  deaths  amongst  cases  notified  during  1922, 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

Treated. 

V ision 
Uiiim- 

Vision 

Total 

Death. 

Notified 

At  Home. 

InHospital 

paired. 

Impaired 

Blindness 

6 

5 

I 

5 

1 

None 

None 

The  figures  respecting  notification  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
are  not  a true  index  of  the  number  of  cases.  It  is  not  unusual 
for  the  Health  Visitors  to  report  instances  where  the  disease  is 
present  but  has  not  been  notified,  as  is  required  by  the  regula- 
tions. 

DIPHTHERIA  was  not  much  in  evidence  during  1922,  a num- 
ber of  the  cases  notified  being  mild  in  degree.  There  were  no 
deaths.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  SCARLET 
FEVER  cases,  but  here  the  type  was  extremely  mild,  this  being 
detrimental  from  the  Public  Health  standpoint  owing  to  the  ease 
with  which  cases  at  first  undetected  moved  about  and  spread 
the  infection.  One  death  occurred.  When  one  looks  back  and 
compares  the  mild  type  of  this  disease  to-day  with  the  grave  cases 
it  was  common  to  attend  twenty-five  years  ago  the  difference  is 
marked.  Whether  this  happy  condition  will  continue  or  the  dis- 
ease become  again  severe  in  type  cannot  be  prophesied  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge.  The  regulations  respecting  the 
notification  of  ACUTE  INFLUENZAL  and  ACUTE  PRIMARY 
PNEUMONIA  are  not  generally  observed  by  practitioners,  but  in 
the  40  cases  which  were  notified  the  usual  steps  were  taken  from 
the  Public  Health  Department,  and  six  patients  were  removed 
to  hospital,  much  to  their  benefit,  the  home  circumstances  being 
detrimental  to  the  best  treatment  being  obtained  there.  In  some 
instances  conditions  were  similar,  but  relatives  refused  removal 
to  hospital. 

There  were  several  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had  not 
been  notified.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  notification  certificate 
to  be  received  on  the  day,  or  within  a few  days,  of  death.  The 
Regulations  are  not  always  observed  by  practitioners. 

The  following  table  shews,  the  relationship  between  date  < f 
notification  and  date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Batley  who  were 
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certified  to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between  January  1st, 
1913,  and  Decenibei'  31st,  1922,  and  is  a guide  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are  ob- 
served by  medical  practitioners  : — 


Death  before  notification  46 

Death  1 month,  or  under,  after  notification  113 

Death  2 months  after  26 

Death  3 months  after IT 

Death  4 months  after  10 

Death  5 months  after 9 

Death  6 months  after 10 

Death  7 months  after  8 

Death  8 months  after 3 

Death  9 months  after  3 

Death  10  months  after 3 

Death  11  months  after 4 

Death  12  months  and  over  66 


ENTERIC  FEVER  caused  some  concern  during  the  year,  and 
was  the  subject  of  a special  report  to  the  Ministi-y  of  Health,  which 
is  here  reproduced  : — 

REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  ON  AN 
OUTBREAK  OF  ENTERIC  FEVER  IN  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  BATLEY  DURING  1922. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  A,  G.  Boscawen,  M.P,,  Minister  of  Health. 

Sir, 

Tlie  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  received  at  my  office  on 
Monday,  October  23rd,  1922: — 

Ministry  of  Health, 

Whitehall,  S.W.l, 

20th  October,  1922. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  tlie  Minister  of  Health  to  state  that  it 
is  observed  fiom  the  returns  received  by  this  Department 
that  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  been  notified  in  the 
Borough  of  Batley,  during  the  week  ended  the  14th  instant. 

I am  to  request  that  the  Council  will  instruct  their  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  to  prepare  a report  containing  detailed 
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liitoiniation  with  regard  to  the  circumstances  in  which  these 
cases  have  occurred,  and  as  to  the  measures  taken  by  the 
Council  or  by  the  Medical  Olhcei  of  Health  for  checking  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

The  Minister  will  be  glad  to  receive  a copy  of  such  report 
as  early  as  practicable. 

1 am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  MARCHANT. 

The  Town  Clerk, 

Batley. 

The  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fevei'  mentioned  in  the  above  letter 
and  notified  on  October  12th,  1922,  were  connected  with  ten  other 
cases  of  the  disease  which  have  occupied  much  of  my  time  and 
attention  since  the  first  case  was  notified  on  the  28th  March,  192^!. 
This  report,  therefore,  deals  with  the  twelve  cases  which  were 
notified  from  the  Common  Road  area  of  the  Borough.  There  were 
three  other  cases,  making  fifteen  in  all,  notified  during  the  period 
January  1st  to  the  present  date,  October  30th,  but  they  occurred 
in  a different  part  of  the  town  and  had  no  connection  with  those 
now  being  dealt  with.  Two  of  them  were  inmates  of  a house  in 
Henrietta  Street  where  a patient  developed  Enteric  Fever  in 
December,  1921,  almost  certainly  the  result  of  eating  polluted 
mussels.  They  were  his  mother  and  sister-in-law,  who  contracted 
the  disease  from  him  through  personal  contact.  The  third  was  a 
young  man  living  with  his  parents  in  Carlton  Street.  He  was  in 
the  habit  of  regularly  going  away  for  excursions,  and,  in  default 
of  any  probable  cause  being  detected,  it  was  assumed  he  had 
contracted  the  disease  during  one  of  his  migrations. 

COMMON  ROAD  AREA. — The  Deputy  Borough  Sui-veyor  (Mr. 
Skinner)  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  infomiation  : — 

“ This  area  is  approximately  two  acres  in  extent  and  is  in 
shape  almost  an  equilateral  triangle.  The  north  side  stretches 
from  Tichbourne  Street  to  the  iunction  of  Batley  Road  and 
Hollinbank  Lane — which  Lane  at  this  point  is  the  boundaiv 
between  the  Borough  of  Batley  and  the  Jlrban  District  of  Heck- 
mondwike.  The  south-westerly  side  is  a thoroughfare  known  as 
Common  Road,  the  south-easterly  side  extends  from  Tichbourne 
Street  to  the,  junction  of  Common  Road  with  Halifax  Road. 
The  contour  of  the  ground  varies  fi'om  the  hi.ghest  point,  Tich- 
bourne Street,  which  is  450  feet  O.D.,  to  the  junction  of  Batley 


Huad  and  Hulliiibank  Lane,  which  is  3bO  feet  O.IJ.,  a fall  of 
some  70  feet.  At  the  Halifax  Hoad  end  of  (Joinmon  Road  the 
sewage  from  several  houses,  amongst  which  is  number  02, 
where  a case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred,  is  carried  by  a short 
shallow  sewer  into  the  Halifax  Road  sewer.  Here  trouble  from 
blocking  occasionally  arises  owing  to  insufliciency  of  fall  and 
misuse  by  the  tenants  of  the  diains  connected  to  these  houses. 
The  drainage  of  all  other  houses  where  the  disease  occurred  is 
received  either  into  the  Common  Road  sewer,  which  has  an 
average  depth  of  10  feet  6 inches,  with  a good  fall,  or  the 
sewer  in  Ratley  Road  into  which  the  Common  Road  sewer  dis- 
charges. Complaints  have  been  received  of  offensive  smells  at 
the  bottom  of  Thornton  Street.  Here  is  a short  sewer  with  a 
dead  end  at  the  top  of  that  street,  the  lower  end  being  connected 
to  the  Common  Road  sewer.  Both  the  Batley  Road  and  Halifax 
Road  sewers  discharge  into  the  Heckmondwike  sewers  at  the 
Borough  boundaiy.  The  fall  is  fairly  steep  to  Heckmondwike, 
and  in  conseciuence  of  complaints  of  foul  odours  escaping  from 
the  manholes,  Non-Return  Valves  have  recently  been  placed  in 
Batley  Road  and  Halifax  Road  to  isolate  the  Batley  sewers 
from  the  Heckmondwike  sewers.” 

The  following  table  gives  certain  particulars  about  the  twelve 
cases : — 


No.  Initial  Address  Sex  Age  Onset  of  Occupn-  Doctor's  Date  of 


IllnftM. 

tioii. 

l.st  vi.sif. 

Notification 

1 

.\1.F. 

9,  Pollard’s 
Yard. 

F 

23 

19,3,22 

Weaver 

20,3,22 

28,3,22 

2 

T.T. 

S,  ditto. 

M 

38 

21,3,22 

Moulder 

21,3,22 

31,3,22 

3 

(i.VV. 

14,  Batle}' 
Road. 

P 

9 

11,3,22 

School 

girl. 

25,3  '22 

4,4,22 

4 

L.S. 

Yard  1, 

Tichbourne 

•Street. 

M 

24 

4,3,22 

None 

31,3,22 

5,4,22 

5 

A.I. 

117,  Common 
Road. 

.\I 

48 

25,3,22 

Joiner 

9,4,22 

20,4,22 

6 

E.C. 

It),  ditto. 

F 

20 

14,6,22 

Domestic 

18,6,22 

24,6,22 

7 

W P. 

10,  ditto 

M 

19 

19,6,22 

Packer 

23  6,22 

29,6,22 

8 

A.P. 

ditto. 

M 

4 

7,7,22 

School 

7,7,22 

21,7,22 

9 

E P. 

ditto. 

F 

9 

11,7.22 

do. 

11,7,22 

21,7,22 

10 

M.S. 

62,  ditto. 

F 

.30 

16,7,22 

Domestic 

20,8,22 

25,8,22 

11 

E.H. 

28,  Batley 

Road 

F 

22 

29,9,22 

Shop 

Assist. 

2,10,22 

12,10,22 

1-2 

B.C. 

4,  Pollard's 

F 

29 

30,9,22 

Domestic 

6, 10,22 

12,10,22 

Yard. 
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Cil'^NliRAL  HYGIRNIC  C’UNDITIONS. — The  following  weie 
the  ciicunistances  noted  by  the  Medical  Olhcer  of  Health  on  his 
first  visits  following  notification  : — 


Aildres.s 

Oecupant.s  l.i 

iving  Rooms 

Bedrooms 

9,  Pollard's  Yard 

Father,  mother, 
two  daughters, 
aged  17  and  2.S. 

1 and 
cellar. 

1 divided  by 
partition 

8,  ditto. 

Father,  mother, 
three  childrett, 
under  5. 

1 and 
cellar. 

1 

4.  ditto. 

Husband,  wife, 
man  lodger  who  is 
husband’s  brother. 

1 and 
cellar. 

1 

14,  Batley  Road 

Father,  mother, 
cliihl  aged  9. 

1 and 
cellar. 

1 

‘28,  ditto. 

Mother,  daughter 

22,  son  17. 

2 

2 

Yard  1,  Tichbourne 
Street 

Father,  mother, 
infant  6 weeks, 
woman  visitor 
aged  43. 

1 and 
cellar. 

1 

117,  Common  Room 

Husband  and  wife 

2 k,  cellar. 

3 

16,  ditto. 

Stepfather,  mother, 
three  daughters  17, 

15,  12,  three  lodgers 
son-in-law,  his  wife 
and  infant. 

1 and  cellar. 

1 

10,  ditto. 

Father,  mother,'seven 
sons  ages  from  24 
to  4,  two  daughters 

13  and  9. 

2 & cellar. 

9 

62,  ditto. 

Father,  mother, 
five  children 

1 & cellar. 

1 

POLLARD’S  YARD  contains  eleven  houses.  They  are  neither 
through  nor  back-to-back,  being  known  as  “ single  houses,”  hav- 
ing only  one  entrance  door  to  each.  The  yard  on  to  which  they 
abut  is  steep,  unpaved,  and  its  surface  polluted  by  human  excre- 
ment in  places.  There  are  five  w.c.’s  for  eleven  houses,  used  by 
forty-eight  persons.  Theie  are  no  ash-bins,  but  ashes  and  hou.se- 
hold  refuse  are  thrown  into  a large  I'oofed  brick  receptacle  near 
the  top  of  the  yard. 


JOWETT’S  YARD. — The  house,  16,  Common  Road,  is  one  of 
five  back-to-back  houses,  the  rear  ones  facing  into  this  yard.  These 
five  houses  use  two  water  closets.  Both  are  in  a disgusting  condi- 
tion, human  excrement  is  on  the  floor  of  each,  and  the  seat  of  one 
is  broken.  The  gully  which  receives  the  rain  water  from  the  roof 
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of  Llirse  w.c.’s  is  without  a grate  and  full  of  human  excrement, 
which  has  been  emptied  into  it.  The  portion  of  yard  here  which  is 
almost  level  is  unpaved.  There  are  no  ash-bins,  household  refuse 
being  thrown  on  to  a small  piece  of  ground,  which  is  bricked,  but 
otherwise  there  is  no  structure  above  the  ground  here  for  reception 
of  refuse.  The  remainder  of  this  yard  is  unpaved,  but  the  houses 
and  tenants  are  of  a better  type.  There  are  twelve  of  them, 
numbers  1 to  7 being  provided  with  three  water  closets  used  by 
20  persons,  three  covered  metal  ash  bins,  and  one  brick  household 
refuse  receptacle,  whilst  numbers  11,  12,  13,  16,  and  18  are  pro- 
vided with  two  water  closets  used  by  22  persons. 

YARD  1,  TICHBOURNE  STREET.— Here  are  several  old 
privies  contained  in  one  stone-built  erection.  Some  years  ago 
water  closets  were  built  on  another  site  for  the  use  of  these  ten- 
ants, the  privies  were  dismantled,  and  doors  fastened  up.  The 
privy  vaults  still  continue  to  be  used  for  the  deposit  of  ashes  and 
household  refuse,  which,  at  the  present  time,  is  being  scratched 
over  by  a number  of  fowls.  The  yard  is  unpaved.  There  is  an- 
other unpaved  yai’d  almost  opposite,  on  which  abut  numbers  20, 
22,  and  24,  Tichbourne  Street.  Here  is  one  w.c.  used  by  14  persons, 
the  occupants  of  these  three  houses.  House  refuse  thrown  into 
dismantled  privy  without  door  or  roof. 

BATLEY  ROAD. — Numbers  14  and  28  are  back-to-back  houses. 
They  are  clean,  and  the  closet  accommodation,  which  is  one  to 
every  two  houses,  generally,  is  in  the  yard  behind,  which  is  of  large 
area,  several  properties  facing  upon  it. 

COMMON  ROAD. — Number  117  is  a through  house  in  good 
sanitary  condition,  furnished  with  water  closet.  Number  10  is  a 
through  house  with  asphalted  yard  and  water  closet  accommoda- 
tion in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  two  houses.  Number  62 
is  a cottage  with  water  closet  accommodation  in  same  proportion. 

ACTION  BY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Each  case  when  notified  was  immediately  removed  to  the  Oak 
well  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  and  disinfection  of  premises,  bedding, 
and  clothing  performed  the  same  day.  The  usual  warnings,  both 
verbally  and  by  printed  pamphlet,  were  given.  In  one  instance 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  admission  of  a baby  of  three 
months  to  the  Dewsbury  Union  Infirmaiy,  the  father  being  out  oi 
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work  and  there  being  no  suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  this 
infant.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  Tuesday, 
April  11th,  as  Medical  Ofticer  of  Health,  I reported  upon  the  four 
cases  notified  from  Pollard’s  Yard,  Batley  Road,  and  Yard  1, 
Tichbourne  Street,  making  detailed  reference  to  the  general  in- 
sanitary conditions,  and  recommending  that  advantage  be  taken 
of  the  powers  recently  obtained  by  the  Corporation  under  Section 
120  of  the  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921,  to  call  upon  the  owners 
to  flag,  asphalt,  concrete,  or  pave  in  whole  or  in  part  Pollard’s 
Yard  (known  also  as  Yard  1,  Bunker’s  Lane)  and  the  unpaved 
yards  in  Tichbourne  Street.  I also  recommended  that  advantage 
be  taken  of  Section  115,  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921,  to  require 
the  owners  to  provide  sufficient  portable  galvanised  iron  dust  bins 
in  lieu  of  the  existing  brick  ashpits.  I further  recommended  at 
least  one  additional  water  closet  to  be  provided  for  the  houses  in 
Pollard’s  Yard,  and  that  the  existing  large  brick  ashpit  be  con- 
verted for  such  purpose  or  abolished.  The  Sanitaiy  Inspector  also 
reported  the  existence  of  nuisances  in  connection  with  these  pro- 
perties. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  Wednes- 
day, June  21st,  I reported  upon  the  case  notified  from 
117,  Commoir  Road,  on  April  20th,  and  upon  the  steps 
taken  generallj^  by  m.e  in  this  matter  since  the  first  noti- 
fication was  received  in  March.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sani- 
tary Committee  on  Tuesday,  July  18th,  I reported  upon  the  two 
cases  notified  on  24th  and  29th  June  from  numbers  16  and  10, 
Common  Road,  and  upon  my  actions  generally  in  this  matter  since 
March.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  Tuesd.ay, 
September  12th,  I reported  upon  the  two  cases  notified  on  Jrtly 
21st  from  10,  Common  Road,  and  from  62,  Common  Road,  on  25th 
Arrgust.  I also  reported  upon  certain  bacteriological  examinations 
of  water  (referr-ed  to  later)  and  on  my  investigations  generally. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  the  existence  of  nrrisances  in 
Jowett’s  Yard  and  Common  Road.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  on  Wednesday,  October  18th,  I reported  upon  the  two 
cases  notified  on  October  12th  from  4,  Pollard’s  Yar'd  and  28,  Batley 
Road,  and  rrpon  a further  bacteriological  examination  of  water 
and  my  investigations  gener-ally. 

RELATIONSHIP. — Of  the  twelve  patients,  three  lived  in  one 
house,  10,  Common  Road,  two  of  these  being  infected  by  personal 
contact.  I had  sent  two  members  of  this  family,  then  living  in 
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another  part  of  the  town,  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  when  suffer- 
ing from  Enteric  Fevei’  eleven  years  ago.  Two  others,  from  Ki 
and  62,  Common  Eoad,  were  sisters,  continually  in  one  anothci’'s 
houses,  one  being  infected  from  the  other  by  personal  contact. 
The  second  case  notified,  a man,  lived  at  8,  Pollard’s  Yard,  ne.xt 
door  to  the  first  notified  case.  His  wife  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
washing  the  clothes  from  that  house,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
infection  from  one  to  the  other  patient  was  conveyed  in  this  way. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  time  this  w’as  going  on  the 
occupants  of  both  houses  definitely  stated  to  the  Inspector  and 
myself  that  neither  of  them  knew  or  had  heard  of  any  other 
person  who  W'as  ill  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  all  washing  was 
done  at  home  in  each  case.  In  a number  of  instances  great  difil- 
culty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  reliable  statements  from  some 
infected  houses,  and  it  was  common  for  false  information  to  be 
given. 


MILK  SUPPLY. — Of  the  ten  houses  concerned,  the  inmates  of 
two  stated  they  never  used  milk.  The  remaining  eight  purchased 
milk  from  four  different  milkmen.  From  the  character  of  the 
outbreak  it  was  obvious  the  cause  was  not  the  milk  supply,  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  I made  investigations  with  a view  to  finding 
some  possible  carrier  engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  with  negative 
re.sults. 

WATER  SUPPLY.— The  houses  are  all  supplied  with  town's 
water  through  taps  over  the  sinks.  This  water  is  bacteriologically 
of  high  purity.  I thought  it  possible  there  might  be  a slight  frac- 
ture in  the  main,  due  to  the  passage  of  heavy  traffic  or  other 
cause,  and  local  pollution  might  have  occurred  through  con- 
tamination by  leakage  from  a drain  or  sewer.  Samples  were  col- 
lected from  house  taps  and  examined  bacteriologically.  The  re- 
sults shewed  the  tap  water  to  be  above  suspicion. 

There  are  tw.o  springs  in  the  neighbourhood,  one  in  Halifax 
Road  and  one  in  Bunker’s  Lane.  At  every  house  emphatic  denials 
were  given  when  enquiries  were  made  as  to  whether  they  ever 
drank  water  from  these  springs.  By  other  means  I obtained 
reliable  information  that  these  statements  were  untrue  and  that 
these  springs  were  occasionally  used  for  drinking  purposes.  Bac- 
teriological examinations  were  made  Each  was  found  to  be  pol- 
luted and  unfit  for  df)mestic  purposes.  T reported  the  same  to 
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the  Sanitary  Committee,  and,  on  my  advice,  notice  boards  wei'e 
erected  at  each  spring  warning  all  persons  of  the  danger  incurred 
if  they  drank  these  waters. 

FLIES. — These  need  nut  be  taken  into  account,  as  there  weie 
none  seen  in  March,  when  the  first  cases  were  notified. 

SHELL  FISH  AND  UNCOOKED  GREEN  FOOD.— It  is  re- 
markable that  the  occupants  of  each  house  strenuously  denied  ever 
having  partaken  of  any  form  of  shell  fish,  lettuce,  water  cress, 
celery,  or  other  green  food,  and  maintained  that  it  was  never 
their  practice  to  do  so. 

ICE  CREAM. — This  commodity  was  admittedly  partaken  of  in 
most  cases,  and  five  ice-cream  sellers  and  makers  were  traced. 
I personally  interviewed  them  all,  examined  their  premises  and 
utensils  for  making  the  cream,  and  made  careful  investigation 
as  to  possible  carriers  or  insanitary  methods,  without  result. 

FRIED  FISH. — I did  the  same  with  all  the  local  purveyors  of 
this  article  of  food,  but  discovered  nothing  worthy  of  suspicion. 
About  ten  years  ago  I knew  that  a case  of  Enteric  Fever  did  occur 
in  the  family  of  the  then  proprietor  of  one  of  these  establishments, 
but  he  left  the  district  with  his  family  some  eight  or  nine  years 
ago. 

SEWERS. — Reference  has  previously  been  made  to  these. 
Apart  from  foul  odours,  which,  whilst  creating  a nuisance,  would 
not  cause  Enteric  Fever,  there  appears  to  be  no  definite  connection 
between  them  and  the  cases.  In  the  yard  behind  10,  Common 
Road  complaint  was  made  of  smells  emitted  from  the  perforated 
lid  of  an  inspection  chamber.  The  Sanitaiy  Inspector  had  the 
holes  sealed  and  the  complaints  ceased. 

CARRIERS. — Considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the  possible 
detection  of  some  local  carrier  engaged  in  preparing  food  for 
sale  or  otherwise,  but  without  success.  Here  again  difficulty  has 
arisen  through  the  disinclination  of  persons  to  furnish  information, 
and  occasionally  the  giving  of  false  answers  to  questions. 
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ACTION  BY  THI-  TOWN  COUNCIL. 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Sanitary  Committee,  Tuesday,  Apiii 
nth,  1922;— 

Section  120,  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921. 

The  Medical  Oiticer  of  Health  re{)orted  on  an  outbreak  of 
Enteric  Fever  which  had  occurred  in  houses  adjoining  Pol- 
lard’s Yard. 

Resolved : — That  notice  be  served  upon  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  following  premises: — Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  G,  7,  8, 
9,  11,  and  12  in  Yard  1,  Bunkers  Lane,  the  occupiers  of 
which  use  in  common  the  courtyard  or  passage  Yard  1, 
Bunkers  Lane  (not  being  a highway  repairable  by  the  in- 
habitants at  large),  requiring^  such  owners  to  flag,  asphalt, 
concrete,  or  pave  such  court  yard  or  passage  or  any  part 
thereof  and  make  a drain  through  or  along  the  same,  and 
provide  gullies  and  grids  in  suitable  positions  and  at  proper 
levels,  and  keep  such  flagging,  asphalting,  concreting  or 
paving  and  drain  gullies  and  grids  in  good  repair,  and  gener- 
ally to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  Section  120  of  the  Batley 
Corporation  Act,  1921. 

Resolved : — That  notice  be  served  upon  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  following  premises,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and 
8 in  Y'ard  1,  and  Nos.  11,  13,  15,  17,  and  19,  Tichbourne 
Street,  etc.,  etc.,  in  similar  terms  to  the  above. 

Section  115.  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921. 

Resolved : — That  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  situate  and  being  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  11,  and 
12  in  Yard  1,  Bunker’s  Lane,  be  i-equired  to  provide  portable 
galvanised  iron  dustbins  in  lieu  of  the  existing  ashpits  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  115  of  the  Batley 
Corporation  Act,  1921. 

NUISANCES. 

The  Inspecto)  reported  the  existence  of  nuisances  on  the 
following  premises  within  the  Borough  ; — 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  Yard  1.  Bunkers  Lane  ; Nos.  18  and  19,  Tieh- 
bourne  Street. 
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Resolved: — That  this  Committee  being  satisfied  of  the 
existence  of  the  foregoing  nuisances  do  direct  that  notices 
under  the  hand  of  the  Town  Clerk  be  served  upon  the 
several  owners  requiring  them  within  the  times  mentioned 
in  the  Inspector's  lepoit  to  abate  the  nuisances  on  their 
respective  premises,  and  for  that  purpose  to  execute  such 
works  and  do  such  things  as  are  in  each  case  mentioned 
by  the  Inspector  in  his  report. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Sanitaiy  Committee,  Wednesday,  June 
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Section  120,  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921. 

The  Town  Clerk  submitted  and  read  letter  from  Mr.  A. 
Peacock  which  had  been  received  by  the  Chairman  in  reply 
(Min.  86)  to  the  notice  under  the  above  Section,  which  had 
recently  been  served  on  the  writer. 

Resolved : — That  the  letter  be  referred  to  Alderman 
Priestley  and  Councillors  Fearnsides  and  Spedding,  who  be 
instructed  to  view  the  yard  in  question  and  report  thereon 
at  the  next  meeting. 

The  letter  referred  to  was  a request  from  the  landlord 
of  the  property  in  Pollard’s  Yard  that  reconsideration  should 
be  given  to  the  requirements  specified  in  the  notices  pre- 
viously ordered  to  be  served  upon  him. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Sanitary  Committee,  July  18th: — 

Pollard’s  Yard, 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  Minute  No.  86  reported  on 
the  result  of  their  inspection  of  the  yard  in  question,  and  in- 
structions were  given  to  the  Sanitaiy  Inspector  in  the  matter. 

These  instructions  were  that  the  owner  be  required  to  asphalt 
the  ground  for  a breadth  of  about  six  feet  in  front  of  the 
houses.  He  was  also  required  to  construct  one  additional 
water  closet. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Sanitary  Committee,  September  12th  : — 
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Water  Trough,  Halifax  Road. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  submitted  the  result  of  a 
bacteriological  examination  which  he  had  caused  to  be  made 
of  spring  water  flowing  to  a trough  in  Halifax  Road  within  this 
Borough. 

Resolved ; — That  a notice  be  affixed  to  this  Trough  warn- 
ing the  public  of  the  polluted  water  flowing  thereto. 

NUISANCES. 

The  Inspector  reported  the  existence  of  Nuisances  on  the 
following  premises  within  the  Borough  : — 

Nos.  3 and  11  to  IS,  Jowett’s  Yard,  and  Nos.  16  to  18,  Com- 
nmn  Road. 


Resolved ; — That  this  Committee  being  satisfied  of  the 
existence  of  the  foregoing  nuisances  do  direct  that  notices 
under  the  hand  of  the  Town  Clerk  be  served  upon  the 
several  owners  requiring  them  within  the  times  mentioned 
in  the  Inspector’s  report  to  abate  the  nuisances  on  their 
respective  premises,  and  for  that  puipose  to  execute  such 
works  and  do  such  things  as  are  in  each  case  mentioned 
by  the  Inspector  in  his  report. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Sanitary  Committee,  October  18th  ; — 

Water  Trough,  Bunkers  Lane. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  submitted  the  result  of  a 
bacteriological  examination  which  he  had  caused  to  be  made 
of  spring  water  in  a trough  in  Bunkers  Lane  within  this 
Borough. 

Resolved  : — That  a Notice  be  affixed  to  this  trough  warn- 
ing the  public  of  the  polluted  water  flowing  thereto. 

PRESENT  POSITION  (OCTOBER  30th). 

POLLARD’S  YARD. — An  additional  water  closet  has  been 
constructed,  a portion  of  the  yard  surface  has  been  bricked  at 
the  bottom,  and  a commencement  has  been  made  with  the 
strip  of  asphalting  in  front  of  the  houses.  .JOWETT’S  YARD. — 
On  October  19th  a statutory  notice  was  served  upon  the  owner 
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I'oquiring  him  within  28  days  to  construct  an  additional  water 
closet  and  provide  three  covered  metal  ashbins.  TICHBOUllNE 
STREET. — The  ashpits  have  been  abolished  and  covered  metal 
bins  provided.  Nothing  has  been  done  by  owner  respecting 
the  insanitary  conditions  connected  with  houses  number  20, 
22,  24. 

CONCLl'SIONS.— It  is  obvious  there  was  a common  cause 
for  the  first  five  cases.  Two  of  these  had  been  ill  one  month 
and  three  weeks  respectively  before  notification,  the  first  being 
a man,  aged  24,  in  Tichbourne  Street,  and  the  second  a little 
girl,  aged  9,  in  Batley  Road.  Each  lived  at  extreme  points  of 
the  triangle,  were  unknown  to  each  other,  and  had  never  been 
brought  into  contact  either  directly  or  through  other 
persons,  neither  had  they  frequented  any  common  place 
or  partaken  of  food  or  drink  common  to  both.  What  the  cause 
of  these  five  cases  was  I am  unable  to  say.  In  at  least  three 
other  instances  the  disease  was  spread  by  personal  contact 
with  those  infected.  The  origin  of  the  last  two  cases  notified 
has  not  yet  been  traced.  In  two  of  the  houses  there  is  consider- 
able overcrowding  and  in  five  other  houses  there  is  moral  over- 
crowding. The  general  insanitary  conditions  previously  de- 
scribed must  not  be  overlooked,  and  particularly  is  this  the 
case  with  respect  to  water  closet  accommodation.  At  the  best 
there  was  only  one  closet  to  every  two  houses,  and  such  was 
not  always  the  case.  The  minimum  requirement  of  the  Batley 
Corporation  is  not  less  than  one  water  closet  for  'every  two 
houses.  The  personal  habits  and  surroundings  of  some  of  those 
affected  were  grossly  insanitary,  whilst  the  opposite  was  the 
case  with  others.  All  the  patients  recovered,  or  are  doing  S3, 
with  one  exception,  this  being  the  female,  aged  23,  notified  on 
March  28th,  where  a fatal  termination  occurred. 

One  peculiar  fact  is  that  the  patient  living  at  117,  Common 
Road,  who  commenced  to  be  ill  on  March  25th,  about  the  same 
time  as  the  two  patients  in  Pollard’s  Yard,  originally  lived  in 
the  Pollard’s  Yard  area,  leaving  there  several  years  ago.  He 
is  a man,  aged  48.  His  present  house  is  on  the  extreme  bound- 
ary of  the  triangle  and  in  first-class  sanitaiy  condition.  All 
association  with  Pollard’s  Yard  or  its  residents  in  any  way 
i.s  denied,  yet  he  contracted  the  infection  during  the  same 
period  as  the  first  cases  there. 
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Up  to  the  present  every  probable  clue  on  further  cxamina 
tion  has  been  unsatisfactory,  and  the  cause  of  the  outbreak 
is  indefinite.  Meanwhile  observation  will  not  be  relaxed. 

As  is  sometimes  the  case  in  such  outbreaks  it  is  hoped  some- 
thing may  develop  later  which  may  throw  further  light  on  the 
present  circumstances  by  means  of  which  a more  certain  opinion 
as  to  the  cause  may  be  expressed. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.  P.H  , 

Medical  Officer  of  Elealth 

Public  Health  Dept., 

Ratley, 

30th  October,  1922. 

Produced  to  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the 
Batley  Corporation,  Monday,  30th  October,  1922. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTE,  NOVEMBER  2nd,  1922. 

On  this  date  I received  a notification  that  T.  F.,  a male  rag 
grinder,  aged  65,  of  1,  Pollard’s  Yard,  was  suffering  from 
Enteric  Fever.  On  October  25th  I had  visited  this  house  when 
further  investigating  the  possible  origin  of  the  infection  in  the 
case  of  B.  C.,  a female  aged  29,  of  4,  Pollard’s  Yard,  who  is 
his  daughter.  The  occupants  of  the  house  were  the  father, 
T.  F.,  aged  65,  his  wife,  62,  two  daughters,  25  and  21,  and  an 
infant,  the  child  of  his  married  daughter,  B.C.,  now  in  hospital 
from  4,  Pollard’s  Yard.  The  house  consists  of  living  room, 
cellar,  and  one  bedroom  partitioned  to  within  about  twelve 
inches  of  the  ceiling.  I saw  in  bed  the  man  T.  F.,  and  was 
informed  by  himself  and  his  wife  he  had  been  ill  since  Septem- 
ber 25th.  The  history  they  gave  and  his  appearance  suggested 
to  me  he  was  probably  nearing  convalescence  after  an  attack  of 
Enteric  Fever.  He  was  removed  to  hospital  on  November 
2nd,  and  the  usual  disinfection  performed.  In  this  family  it 
is  quite  possible  further  eases  may  occur,  as  they  have  been 
continuously  in  contact  with  one  another,  and  it  would  appear 
this  man  may  have  been  suffering  from  unrecognised  Enteric 
Fever  for  a lengthy  period. 


O.  IT.  PEARC’E. 


rURTHtR  NOTE,  MARCH  29th,  1923. 

No  further  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  occurred  since  the 
above  date  (November  2nd). 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  as  to  the  present  conditions 
is  as  follows  : — 

POLLARD’S  YARD. — An  additional  water  closet  provided. 
Unpaved  yard  renovated  with  kerbing  and  asphalted.  Foot- 
path in  front  of  the  dwelling-houses  approved  by  the  Sanitaiy 
Committee. 

YARD  1,  TICHBOURNE  STREET.— The  dilapidated  ash- 
pits and  disused  privies  abolished  and  in  lieu  thereof  galvan- 
ised iron  ash  bins  with  covers  provided. 

JOWETT’S  YARD,  COMMON  ROAD.— In  lieu  of  the  un- 
covered ashes  place,  galvanised  iron  ash  bins  wdth  covers  pro- 
vided. Re  sufficiency  of  water  closets,  the  owner  states  he 
will  convert  the  present  five  houses  into  three  through  houses 
at  once,  if  allowed,  during  shortage  of  houses.  Water  closet 
sufficiency  rearranged  with  the  Sanitary  Committee’s  approval. 

YARD  UPON  WHICH  ABUT  Nos.  20  to  24,  TICHBOURNE 
STREET. — In  lieu  of  dilapidated  ashes  place,  galvanised  iron 
ash  bins  with  covers  provided. 

.1.  LINDLBY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Batley, 

March  20th,  1923. 

4. — Causes  of  Sickness. 

Apart  from  what  has  been  previously  mentioned  there  w'ere 
no  causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  which  were  specially  note- 
worthy in  Batley  during  the  year.  Several  Small  Pox  contacts 
were  at  different  periods  kept  under  observation,  but  the  year 
passed  without  a case  being  notified,  although  there  were  a num- 
ber in  areas  comparatively  near  at  hand. 


5.  Summary  (for  Reference)  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals, 
and  Other  Institutions  Available  for  the  District. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  FIOME.— (a)  GENE- 
RAL.— The  Batley  Nursing  Service  is  provided  by  a voluntary 
committee  of  residents  who  raise  funds  for  the  payment  of  two 
District  Nurses,  who  act  as  such  in  the  homes  of  sick  persons 
in  the  North,  East,  and  West  Wards  of  the  Borough.  The  Soot- 
hill  Ward  is  served  by  District  Nurses  provided  by  the  Dewsbury 
and  District  Nursing  Association. 

(b)  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  e.g..,  MEASLES,  etc.- 
Several  years  ago  the  Town  Council,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
I^ocal  Government  Board,  endeavoured  to  arrange  terms  with  the 
Batley  Nursing  Service,  under  which  their  district  nurses  would 
be  available  for  the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Pneumonia  w'here  the  conditions  were  such  as  to 
render  this  desirable.  One  of  the  rules  of  the  service  is  that  in- 
fectious cases  must  not  be  attended,  and  the  nursing  committee 
infoiTiied  the  Town  Council  their  proposals  could  not  be  acceded 
to.  During  epidemics  of  Measles  a district  nurse  has  been  tem- 
porarily engaged  by  the  Health  Committee  for  home  nursing  pur- 
poses, working  under  tire  supervision  of  the  M.O.H. 

MIDWIVES. — There  are  13  practising  in  the  Borough,  of  whom 
8 reside  outside  the  boundary.  2 are  uncertificated.  They  arc 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  being  periodically  in- 
spected by  a nurse  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtli 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  at  Wakefield.  The  Health 
Committee  has  on  several  occasions  petitioned  the  County  Council 
to  delegate  to  the  Batley  Town  Council  its  powers  of  supervision 
through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough,  who  knows 
and  sees  much  of  the  work  of  the  midwives,  and  has  frequent  reports 
made  to  him  on  the  subject  bj^  the  Health  Visitors  on  his  staff.  It 
may  be  answered  that  the  County  Council  does  not  now  possess 
the  power  of  delegation,  hut  that  does  not  prevent  arrangements 
for  inspection  being  made.  All  ought  to  be  agreed  that  the 
doctor  on  the  spot  can  deal  with  these  matters  more  promptly  and 
effectively  than  occasional  inspection  by  a nurse  residing  in 
Wakefield  could  ever  provide.  The  public  would  receive  the  bene- 
fit. In  additon  to  the  above  there  are  three  certified  midwives 
in  the  Batley  Corporation  Maternity  Home,  but  these  do  not 
practise  outside  the  Home. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATiVIENT  CENTRES— There  are  two 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  one  at  the  Town  Mission 
Hall,  Batley,  open  each  Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m.,  and  one  at 
the  Wesleyan  Sunday  School,  Batley  Can  (established  October 
1st,  1911')  open  each  Wednesday  2.15  to  3.45  p m.  There  is  a 
voluntary  committee  of  ladies  connected  with  the  Centre  a.t  the 
Batley  Town  Mission,  who  collect  subscriptions,  provide  tea  for 
mothers,  sell  suitable  garments,  and  help  generally  in  the  work 
of  the  Centre.  The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  works  the 
Batley  Carr  Centre,  there  being  nc  voluntary  workers  attached 
thereto.  The  Medical  Officer  may  be  consulted  at  both  Centres 
in  alternate  weeks.  Health  Talks  are  given  weekly  to  mothers 
at  the  Welfare  Centres  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

BIRTHS  notified  697  (by  doctors  379,  midwives  304,  other  14)  ; 
births  unnotified  12;  still  births  notified  41;  ante  natal,  1st  visits 
133,  re-visits  177  ; infants  under  12  months,  1st  visits  682,  re-visits 
7,165  ; children  between  12  months  and  five  years  of  age  5,806; 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  13;  Pneumonia  60  : Tuberculosis  235  ; Still 
Births  36  ; other  visits  107  ; Total  visits  14,414.  On  two  afternoons 
weekly  Health  Visitors  are  on  duty  at  the  Welfare  Centres.  They 
also  I'eport  to  the  Medical  Officer  on  insanitary  conditions  and 
nuisances  observed  during  their  routine  work. 

BATLEY  TOWN  MISSION  WELFARE  CENTRE.— Attend- 
ances of  mothers  with  infants  2,783  ; new  admissions  231  ; number 
of  mothers  on  register  420  ; average  attendance  per  mother  6. 

BATLEY  CARR  WELFARE  CENTRE.— Attendances  of 
mothers  with  infants  1,366.  Number  of  mothers  on  register  153, 
new  admissions  67,  average  attendance  per  mother  9.  At  both 
Centres  the  individual  attendances  are  much  larger  than  the 
figures  given  which  only  refer  to  mothers  who  have  their  infants 
with  them.  No  record  is  kept  of  other  attendances. 

MILK  (MOTHERS  and  CHILDREN)  ORDER.— 3,437  lbs.  were 
given  at  a cost  of  £325  I7s.  Od.  Purchases  at  cost  price  by  mothers 
from  the  Town  Council  were  Glaxo  6,575  lbs.,  value  £620  15s.  8d.  ; 
Virol,  172  tins  ; Virolax  52  tins  ; Emulsion  388  small  and  15  large 
bottles. 
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AliTICLES  have  been  distributed  to  mothers  as  follows ; — 48 
vests  given  by  Mrs.  T,  C.  Taylor,  8 vests  given  by  Mrs.  Almond, 
and  65  various  articles  of  clothing  received  from  many  sources. 
The  voluntary  workers’  committee  provided  15  bottles  of  cod  liver 
oil  emulsion,  4 tins  of  Virol,  32  vests,  and  5 petticoats  purchased 
by  money  collected  by  that  committee. 


B.\TLEY  WELFARE  CENTRES  VOLUNTARY  WORKERS’ 
SECTION  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1922. 

The  work  of  the  voluntary  committee  has  continued  upon  the 
same  lines  as  before,  the  mothers  being  glad  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  made  garments,  pure  flannel  and 
patterns,  also  in  many  cases  wool  and  material  by  the  yard  to 
make  up  themselves.  The  committee  still  provides  a welcome  cup 
of  tea  to  the  visiting  mothers. 

Garments  sold  at  Batley. — 81  vests,  6 jackets,  19  bibs,  13 
nightdresses,  52  belts,  16  pairs  socks,  12  patterns,  21;^  yards  flan- 
nel, 61  ozs.  wool. 

Garments  sold  at  Batley  Carr. — 17  vests,  2 bibs,  5 pairs  socks, 
7 patterns,  2 yds.  flannel,  3 ozs.  wool. 

(Signed)  M.  M.  CBITCHLEY,  Hon. 

E.  M.  FOX,  Secs. 

DAY  NURSERIES. — None  arc  provided.  A SCHOOL  CLINIC 
is  in  existence  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  the  work  in  which 
is  described  in  the  School  Medical  Oflicer’s  Annual  Report. 

TUBERCULOSIS  and  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS  are 
provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  None  are  situated 
in  Batley.  The  number  of  Batle}-  patients  known  to  have  attended 
the  V.D.  Clinic  in  Dewsbuiy  during  1922  was  32  males  and  6 
females. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY.— (1)  TUBERCULOSIS  SANATORIA  in  several 
parts  of  the  West  Riding  ; (2)  MATERNITY. — The  Batley  Mater- 
nity Home  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  Septem- 
ber 1st,  and  the  formal  official  opening  followed  on  October  23rd. 
There  are  eight  beds  provided  for  pa.tients  in  four  wards,  one 
bed  in  an  isolation  ward,  and  one  bed  in  the  labour  room  The 
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Sitail  consists  oi  an  Administrative  Matron  who  is  also  (Superin- 
tendent of  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses,  three  resident  Nurse 
Midwives,  Cook,  and  Hcusemaid,  with  occasional  Charwoman. 
From  the  date  of  opening  to  December  31st,  24  patients  had 
been  admitted,  24  infants  boin,  and  50  bookings  of  beds  by  in- 
tending patients  registered.  The  Home  is  filling  an  extremely 
useful  purpose,  is  popular  amongst  those  for  whom  it  is  primarily 
intended,  and  well  thought  of  by  the  medical  practitioners  in 
Batley.  The  rules  for  patients  at  present  in  force  and  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  period  ending  December,  192-3, 
are  as  follows  : — 


BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY. 


MATERNITY  HOME. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  PATIENTS. 

(1) .  ADMISSION. 

The  Batley  Maternity  Home  is  provided  for  mothers  resident 
in  the  Borough  Preference  in  allocating  beds  will  be  given  to  those 
whose)  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  their  confinement  at  home. 
It  is  intended  primarily  for  the  use  of  married  women,  but  un- 
married women  may  be  admitted  if  pregnant  for  the  first  tilin'. 
Persons  residing  outside  the  Borough  may  also  be  admitted. 

Patients,  on  admission,  must  be  accompanied  to  the  home, 
by  a friend  who  must  wait  until  the  patient  is  admitted  and  take 
away  the  patient’s  clothes  and  valuables.  No  responsibility  will 
be  accepted  by  the  Corporation  for  the  loss  of  valuables. 

(2) .  PERIOD  OF  RESIDENCE. 

Patients  will  normally  remain  in  the  home  for  fourteen  da3’s 
after  confinement. 

(3) .  CHARGES. 

For  patients  residing  within  the  Borough  of  Batley: — 

The  charge  for  maintenance  and  nursing  will  be  17/6  per 
week.  In  addition,  a booking  fee  of  10/-  is  payable  when  a bed  is 
booked. 

If  circumstances  permit,  a private  room  can  be  booked  at 
a charge  of  £3-3-0  per  week,  plus  10/-  booking  fee. 

For  patients  residing  outside  the  Borough  of  Batley  : — 
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The  charge  for  mainteuauce  and  nursing  will  be  per 

week.  In  addition  a booking  fee  of  10/-  is  payable  when  a bed  is 
booked. 

All  fees  must  be  paid  before  patients  leave  the  home.  Per- 
sons desirous  of  becoming  patients  in  the  Home  can  make  pre- 
liminaiy  arrangements  with  the  Matron  on  Mondays  and  Thurs- 
days from  2 to  3. 

(4) .  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE. 

Patients  will  be  attended  in  their  confinement  by  one  of  the 
midwives  resident  in  the  home.  Should  they  so  desire  it  patients 
may  engage  their  own  medical  attendant.  Where  a doctor  has 
not  been  engaged,  one  (of  the  patient’s  own  choice)  will,  if  neces- 
sary be  called  in.  In  both  cases  patients  will  pay  the  doctor’s  fee. 

(5) .  WAITING  PATIENTS. 

Should  the  necessity  arise  for  their  presence  in  the  Home, 
patients  who  reside  within  the  Borough  of  Batley  will  be  charged 
3/6  per  day.  Those  who  reside  outside  the  Borough  will  be  charged 
7/-  per  day.  A patient  occupying  a private  room  will  be  charged 
9/-  per  day.  These  fees  apply  to  patients  who  are  in  the  Home 
before  the  day  of  confinement  or  after  the  expiration  of  fourteen 
days  therefrom. 

(6) .  CLOTHING. 

Mothers  and  babies  wear  either  the  Maternity  Home  clothes 
or  their  own,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Matron,  w'hen  in  the  Home. 
If  wearing  their  own  clothing  they  arc  responsible  for  laundry 
charges.  Clothes  for  both  must  be  brought  on  the  day  of  dis- 
chai’ge.  Patients,  on  admission,  must  bring  with  them  the  follow- 
ing articles : — Soap  and  flannel  ; brush  and  comb  ; handkerchiefs  ; 
slippers ; stockings ; tooth  binsh,  card  of  safety  pins.  Mothers 
will  be  expected  to  nui  se  their  babies.  The  use  of  dummies  whilst 
resident  in  the  home  is  prohibited. 

(7) .  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

A person  suffering  from  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  or 
coming  from  a house  where  there  has  recently  been  infectious  or 
contagious  disease,  will  not  be  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home. 

(8) .  GIFTS  OF  FOOD. 

No  food  of  any  description  may  be  brought  in  wdth  the 
exception  of  eggs  or  fruit.  This  must  be  given  to  the  nurse  ip 
charge  of  the  ward.  No  stimulants  are  allowed  except  by  a 
doctor’s  orders. 
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(9)  VISITING  DAYS. 

Husbands  are  encouraged  to  visit,  and  will  be  admitted  every 
evening,  except  )Sunday,  from  7 to  8.  On  Sundays  and  Thursdays 
from  2.30  to  3.30  not  more  than  two  visitors  may  be  allowed  for 
each  patient.  Children  are  not  permitted  inside  the  grounds  or 
Home. 


(3) .  CHILDREN.— There  is  no  hospital  for  children,  but  ad- 
mission can  be  obtained  by  them  to  the  public  institutions  men- 
tioned below. 

(4) .  FEVER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  is  provided  at 
the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospiial  (77  beds,  18  cots,  and  8 beds  and  2 cots 
for  Smallpox)  for  the  old  Borough  of  Batley,  and  at  the  Dewsbury 
Joint  Hospital  (72  beds  and  30  cots)  for  that  portion  of  the  Bor- 
ough which  was  formerly  within  the  Urban  District  of  Soothill 
Upper.  Any  infectious  disease  c.an  be  admitted  and  treated  at 
Oakwell.  The  Dew'sbury  Joint  Hospital  Board  definitely  refuse 
to  admit  any  cases  other  than  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Enteric  Fever.  Full  particulars  have  been  given  in  previous 
annual  reports  respecting  these  hospitals.  Both  are  under  the 
medical  superintendence  of  general  practitioners  residing  in  Bir- 
stall  and  Dewsbury  I'espectively.  The  action  of  the  Dewsbury 
Board  prevents  the  admission  of  patients  from  the  Soothill  Wai’d 
of  Batley  unless  suffering  from  one  or  other  of  the  four  diseases 
above-mentioned,  and  hence  they  are  at  considerable  disadvantage 
Cf/inpared  with  residents  in  the  remaining  Wards  of  the  town. 

(5)  SMALLPOX  patients  are  also  treated  at  these  Fever  hos- 
pitals. (6)  OTHER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION,  apart  from 
the  Poor  Law,  is  provided  at  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital, 
established  1878,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  con- 
taining 50  beds,  the  Dewsbury  Infirmary  (50  beds),  and  the  Brad- 
foid  and  Leeds  Infirmaries.  The  Poor  Law  Hospital  at  Staincliffe 
contains  270  beds.  There  is  no  INSTITUTIONAL  provision  for 
UNMARRIED  MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS,  and 
HOMELESS  CHILDREN  apart  from  the  POOR  LAW.  AMBU- 
LANCE FACILITIES  (a)  for  infectious  cases  by  the  Oakwell  and 
I>ewsbui'y  Isolation  Hospitals  ; (b)  for  non-infections  and  accident 
cases  by  the  Batley  Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
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6.  Laboratory  Work. 

PATHOLOGICAL  and  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINA- 
TIONS are  carried  out  by  Dr.  Sutherland  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
County  Hall,  Wakefield.  Outfits  are  kept  at  the  Public  Health 
Department,  Batley,  and  delivered  to  practitioners  on  request. 
The  figures  for  the  year  1922,  as  supplied  by  Dr.  Sutherland,  are; — 
Widal  19,  Sputa  37,  Diphtheria  104,  Urine  2,  Others  5,  Total  167. 
Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Corporation  free  of  charge 
to  medical  practitioners  for  immediate  use  in  their  practice.  Dur- 
ing 1922,  18,000  units  were  supplied  on  request  to  doctors.  They 
ai'e  disinclined  to  make  use  of  this  essential,  preferring  the  remedy 
to  be  used  after  the  patient  has  been  removed  to  hospital.  This 
is  regrettable,  an  early  use  of  Antitoxin,  if  the  greatest  benefit  is 
to  be  obtained,  being  essential. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYELAWS.— The  following  are  in 
force  in  Batley  : — 


Parts  or  Sections 
in  force. 

Date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1890 

11.,  III.,  IV.  & V. 

November  1st,  1892. 

Infectious  Disease  Pre- 
vention Act,  1890. 

Whole  Act. 

November  1st,  1892. 

Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907. 

Whole  Act. 

January  2nd,  1908. 

Batley  Corporation  Act, 
1921. 

Whole  Act. 

August,  1921. 

Bye-law.  Date. 


Bye-law.  Date. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  1889 

Common  Lodging  Houses 1889 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  1889 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  1889 

Slaughter-houses  1889 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 

Milkshops  Order  1891 

Hackney  Carriages  1891 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  1893 

Markets  and  Fair.s  1898 

Betting  in  Streets  1899 

Pleasure  Grounds  1910 
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On  several  occasions  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  re- 
commended the  advisability  of  adopting  the  Model  Bye-Laws  re- 
specting Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds,  and  respecting  Offensive  Trades, 
but  the  matter  has  not  got  any  further  so  far. 


7.  Sanitary  Administration. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — A statement  of  the  position 
at  December  31st,  1915,  is  given  on  page  10  of  the  Report  for  that 
year.  The  following  shews  the  conditions  between  that  date  and 
December  31st,  1922: — 


19 IG. 

19J7. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922, 

Water  Closets 

6833 

6861 

6863 

6879 

6952 

7065 

7205 

Trough  and  Automatic 
Water  Closets  

293 

293 

293 

293 

293 

288 

288 

Blocks  of  Trough  Water 
Closets  

49 

49 

49 

49 

49 

47 

47 

Pail  Closets  ...  

9 

11 

11 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Privies  

102 

100 

100 

100 

76 

75 

74 

Privies  Converted  into 
Water  Closets  

7 

2 

— 

— 

24 

— 

1 

Additional  W.C.’s  pro- 
vided for  old  Property 

8 

26 

2 

16 

28 

6 

31 

Additional  W.C.’s  pro- 
vided for  new  Property 

11 

. ■ ■ 



. 

21 

126 

109 

The  74  privies  and  10  pails  are  in  the  same  situations  as  tabu- 
lated on  page  19  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1921,  with  the  exception 
of  one  at  Carlton  Grange,  which  has  been  abolished.  The  In- 
spector states  62  of  the  above  cannot  be  converted  until  sewers 
are  provided.  With  the  exception  of  24  conversions  in  1920  there 
have  been  none  since  1917,  therefore  it  should  not  be  unreasonable 
if  steps  were  taken  to  abolish  the  20  which  do  not  require  the 
construction  of  sewers.  It  has  often  been  pointed  out  that  the 
abolition  of  the  ti’ough  closets  in  the  town  would  result  in  the 
saving  to  the  Corporation  of  an  appreciable  sum  annually,  whilst 
getting  rid  of  some  very  offensive  and  insanitary  structures.  At- 
tention is  again  drawn  to  this  recommendation. 
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SCAVENGING. 


Loads  of  Refuse. 

No.  of 

Y ear. 

Burnt. 

Tipped. 

Sent  to 
Farmers 

Cost  of 
Scavenging. 

Covered 
Metal  Bins. 

Brick 

Receptacles. 

1910 

12076 

1272 

2700 

£ s.  d. 
3319  14  1 

No  record 

No  record 

1911 

10343 

3443 

2469 

3289  18  11 

No  record 

No  record 

1912 

8848 

4140 

1492 

2868  17  4 

No  record 

No  record 

1913 

7948 

3615 

700 

2004  13  6 

2981 

1036 

1914 

4221 

7400 

260 

1883  18  9 

3149 

1040 

1915 

4777 

6584 

260 

1971  17  4 

3182 

1053 

1916 

8051 

2809 

312 

1947  16  6 

3249 

1023 

1917 

6581 

3784 

250 

3143  2 1 

3249 

1023 

1918 

6317 

3493 

222 

4483  4 9 

3249 

1023 

1919 

7854 

5277 

223 

6660  1 5 

3249 

1023 

1920 

8640 

4991 

387 

8648  0 4 

3270 

1023 

1921 

8614 

5808 

364 

7721  5 0 

3437 

999 

1922 

8885 

5488 

367 

7272  0 0 

3598 

978 

Considevation  of  the  methods  adopted  in  scavenging,  particu- 
larly with  respect  to  the  partial,  if  not  entire,  abolition  of  horses 
and  carts,  should  re-pay  the  time  spent.  This  has  been  referred 
to  before.  It  is  now  established  that  whilst  horses  are  perhaps 
cheaper  for  very  short  distances  the  motor  vehicle  has  the  ad- 
vantage otherwise.  Neighboui'ing  Authorities  have  taken  action 
in  this  matter  some  time  ago,  presumably  with  benefit. 


INSPFXTIONS  OF  DISTRICT. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1922  3476 

Informal  notices  served  268 

Informal  notices  complied  with  240 

Statutory  notices  served  11 

Statutoiy  notices  complied  with  11 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1921  36 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1922  30 

Total  number  of  nuisances  reported,  1922  286 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated,  1922  292 

Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  None. 

Complaints  registered  237 

Number  of  house  gullies  emptied  14868 

Smoke  observations  184 

Statutory  notices  served  (re  smoke)  None. 

InfoJTnal  notice  served  (re  smoke)  40 
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The  time  and  money  expended  in  attending  to  house  gullies  on 
pi'ivate  property  could  be  used  to  better  advantage  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  public  health.  No  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity is  derived  therefrom,  but  it  is  one  of  those  things  which 
has  the  effect  of  pleasing  the  eye. 

INSPECTIONS  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED 
numbered  813.  The  Corporation  obtained  special  powers  in  the 
Hatley  Coipoiation  Act,  1921,  for  regulating  such  premises.  ICE 
CREAM. — 70  persons  are  registered  and  249  inspections  were 
made.  FISH  FR  YING. — There  are  52  persons  on  the  register.  In 
some  instances  there  is  no  drainage  connected  to  the  buildings, 
the  washings  being  thrown  into  the  street  or  elsewhere.  This  has 
been  previously  referred  to  by  me,  and  should  be  stopped.  There 
were  402  visits  of  inspection.  An  application  was  made  by  the 
trade  organisation  in  1921  for  the  adoption  of  certain  sections 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  under  which 
bye-laws  for  the  bettei  regulation  of  these  premises  could  be 
obtained  and  put  into  force  as  recommended  by  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer for  a number  of  years.  The  Health  Committee  considered 
the  matter,  but  no  action  was  taken.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — 
There  are  four,  all  tripe  boiling,  and  three  of  these  fat  rendering 
also.  Seventeen  inspections  were  made.  Attention  is  again 
drawn  to  the  desirability  of  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  respecting 
offensive  trades.  BAKEHOUSES  — There  are  30  on  the  register. 
The  conditions  are  only  moderate,  it  being  difficult  to  obtain 
more  frequent  and  thorough  cleansing  One  hundred  inspections 
were  made.  MANUFACTURE  OF  POTTED  MEATS,  BRAWN, 
SAUSAGES  etc. — Sixty-two  visits  of  inspection  were  made.  The 
conditions  can  be  improved  under  the  provisions  of  the  Batlev 
Act,  1921.  RESTAURANTS. — 25  inspections  were  made.  COM- 
MON LODGING-HOUSES. — There  are  three,  two  for  men  only 
and  one  for  both  sexes.  The  general  condition  is  fair.  There 
were  16  inspections.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. — Structurally  and 
in  relation  to  adjoining  dwelling-houses,  the  conditions  are  not 
good.  The  numbers  are  : — 

1914.  In  Jan.,  In  Dec., 


1920.  1922. 

Registered  9 7 6 

Licensed  8 None.  9 


They  are  kept  in  as  cleanly  condition  as  circumstances  permit. 
The  inspections  numbered  172. 
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Systematic  inspection  of  moat  is  not  carried  out,  but  the  fol- 
lowing articles  of  food  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  during 
the  year : — 

Fish,  23|  lbs.  ; tinned  food,  164  lbs.  ; beasts’  forequarters  and 
offal,  3 ; rabbits,  66  ; udders,  4 cwts.  3 qrs.  26  lbs. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Cowkeepers  who  Purvevurs  Purveyors 


Year 

Cows)ieds 

Cows 

Cowkeepeis 

are  also  Milk 
purveyors 

living 

in 

Borough 

living 

outside 

Borough 

1910 

...  68  ... 

No  record 

...  37  ... 

No  record 

...  16 

...  26 

1911 

...  77  ... 

No  record 

...  39  ... 

No  record 

...  17 

...  26 

1912 

...  70  ... 

438 

...  33  ... 

No  record 

...  35 

...  27 

1913 

...  64  ... 

418 

...  31  ... 

22 

...  14 

...  27 

1914 

...  64  ... 

401 

...  30  ... 

22 

...  39 

...  27 

1915 

...  64  ... 

385 

...  30  ... 

22 

...  42 

..  29 

1916 

...  54  ... 

385 

...  24  ... 

24 

...  40 

...  23 

1917 

...  55  ... 

338 

...  23  ... 

17 

...  35 

...  29 

1918 

...  44  ... 

321 

...  24  ... 

24 

...  39 

...  30 

1919 

...  H2  ... 

296 

...  23  ... 

23 

...  11 

...  27 

1920 

...  »36  ... 

269 

...  21  ... 

21 

...  8 

...  27 

1921 

...  '^^38  ... 

278 

...  22  ... 

22 

...  10 

...  24 

1922 

...  ®38  ... 

280 

...  21  ... 

13 

...  9 

...  27 

* Occupied.  During  1922  sixteen  in  addition  to  the  above  were 
not  occupied. 

The  minimum  cubic  air  space  for  each  cow  in  a properly  lighted 
and  ventilated  cowshed  should  not  be  less  than  800  feet.  The 
following  Table  shews  the  cubic  capacity  per  cow  in  Batley  cow- 


sheds : — 

Over  1000  cubic  feet  3 

Over  800  and  under  1000  cubic  feet 6 

Over  600  and  under  800  cubic  feet  26 

Over  400  and  undei'  600  cubic  feet  16 

Over  300  and  under  400  cubic  feet 3 


Only  nine  of  the  38  occupied  cowsheds  comply  with  the  gener- 
ally accepted  standard.  Most  of  them  are  kept  fairly  clean,  but 
they  are  not  cleansed  and  lime  washed  throughout  twice  yearly 
in  every  instance.  In  the  interests  of  all  parties  it  is  desirable 
that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  attain  a better  standard  struc- 
turally and  hygienically. 
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(Jc'iierally  speaking  the  milk  sold  in  liatley  is  produced  with- 
in a radius  of  not  more  than  five  miles. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  Local 
Authorities  are  now  empowered,  under  certain  conditions,  to  re- 
fuse to  register  a retail  purveyor  of  milk,  or  to  remove  such  a 
person  from  the  Register  if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  public  health 
is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  endangered  by  any  act  or  default  of  his  in 
relation  to  the  quality,  stoiage,  or  distribution  of  milk.  In  Cir- 
cular 335  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  August  28th,  1922,  it 
is  stated  “It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  act  or  default  on  which 
action  may  be  taken  is  not  necessarily  one  which  is  an  offence 
against  any  statute  order  or  regulation.” 

In  December,  1922,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  furnished  each 
member  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  with  particulars  respecting 
conditions  existing  at  that  date  in  Batley  with  regard  to  those  per- 
sons who,  being  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  resided  in  and  carried 
on  their  business  in  the  town.  Wholesalers  and  those  purveyors  of 
milk  by  retail  who  lived  outside  Batley  were  not  included. 

Of  22  retail  purveyors  twelve  lived  in  through  houses,  six  lived 
in  houses  which  had  only  one  door  for  entrance  and  exit  and 
cannot  always  be  properly  ventilated,  whilst  four  lived  in  back- 
to-back  houses  which  cannot  be  effectively  ventilated.  The  milk 
vessels  in  no  case  were  sterilised  by  steam,  nor  subjected  continu- 
ously to  a temperature  equalling  that  of  boiling  water.  Six  were 
stated  to  keep  the  vessels  in  a daily,  one  in  an  outbuilding,  five 
in  a scullery  or  kitchen,  five  in  the  living  room,  one  in  a room 
in  the  dwelling-house,  one  in  a place  fitted  as  a bathroom,  and 
three  in  the  household  washhouse.  It  should  need  no  explanation 
to  shew  that  under  some  of  these  conditions  the  public  health  is 
likely  to  be  endangered.  It  is  hoped  that  before  the  expiration  of 
1923  the  Sanitary  Committee  will  have  taken  such  action  as  in 
its  opinion  may  be  thought  desirable  in  the  intersts  of  all  parties, 
particularly  those  who  purchase  and  consume  milk. 

Report  of  the  Corporation’s  Veterinary  Inspector. 

Bankfoot  House,  Batley, 
Sept,,  1922. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Pearce,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  report  of  my  inspec- 
tion of  milk  cows  in  the  Borough  of  Batley. 
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The  necessary  iiispecLion  due  early  part  of  the  present  year  I 
delayed,  and  in  my  opinion  advisedly  so  owing  to  an  outbreak  of 
Foot  and  Mouth  disease  in  the  district.  Satisfactory  to  say  we 
had  no  case  in  the  Borough,  although  cows  came  in  from  a market 
in  which  Foot  and  Mouth  had  been  detected.  I carefully  examined 
these  cows,  six  in  number,  finding  them  healthy. 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows  is  very  satisfactoiy  excepting 
one  cow.  This  animal  exhibited  to  me  a tubercular  udder.  On 
again  visiting  to  obtain  sample  of  milk  for  examination  the  cow 
had  been  removed.  A section  in  the  new  Bill  must  have  a ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  disposal  of  cows  suffering  from  tubercular 
disease  of  the  udder. 

The  cows  being  at  grass  one  must  wait  till  the  inspection  in 
December  next,  when  I hope  to  be  able  to  make  a satisfactory 
report  on  the  condition  of  the  cow’s  quarters  re  dung. 

I am,  as  Veterinary  Inspector,  satisfied  that  the  condition  of 
the  cows  in  the  Borough  is  creditable  to  the  Authority  and 
the  cow  owners. 

Yours  faithfuly, 

GEORGE  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary  Inspector. 


Bankfoot  House,  Batley, 
December  31st,  1922. 

Dr.  Pearce,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

Re  Inspection  of  Milk  Cows. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  December  report 
re  the  above  inspection. 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows  is  good,  never  better  on  a 
December  inspection,  no  doubt  due  to  the  mild  weather. 

From  a tubercular  point  of  view  the  udders  of  these  cows  are 
satisfactory,  and  only  experienced  in  two  cases  a deaf  quarter  of 
the  udder. 

GEORGE  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary  Inspector. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. — Sixty-one  samples  of 
food  have  been  submitted  to  the  public  analyst  as  under: — 


ARTICLES 

Genuine 

Genuine 
but  poor 
Quality 

AcluIt-1 

eratecl 

Cream 

Abstrac- 

tion 

Total.s 

New  Milk  

40 

10 

1 

1 

52 

Lard  

* > 

o 

— 

— 

— 

3 

White  Pepper  

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malt  Vinegar  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  

40 

10 

1 

1 

61 

The  adulterated  and  cream  abstraction  cases  were  considered 
by  the  Sanitary  Committee  not  bad  enough  to  justify  legal  pro- 
ceedings. 


Fourteen  samples  of  new  milk  were  examined  for  dirt,  with 
the  following  results  : — 1 very  clean  ; 6 clean  ; 5 reasonably  clean  ; 
2 passably  clean  (25  and  28.6  parts  per  million  of  fully  centrifuged 
fluid  dirt). 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Committee,  on  the  advice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  requested  the  Minister  of 
Health  to  reconsider  the  Circular  325  with  a view  to 
its  modification  or  withdrawal.  The  same  procedure  had  been 
followed  by  the  majority  of  Local  Authorities  throughout  England 
and  Wales.  The  Ministry  did  not  withdraw  the  circular.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  current  issue  of  “ Public  Health,”  which 
is  the  official  organ  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
will  doubtless  be  read  with  some  interest : — 

" Seldom,  if  ever,  has  a circular  issued  by  a Government 
Department  been  received  with  such  universal  condemnation 
at  the  hands  of  local  authorities  as  has  been  accorded  to  the 
notorious  Circular  325,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  July 
last.  All  kinds  of  local  authorities  have  condemned  the  docu- 
ment and  have  called  upon  the  Ministry  to  withdraw  it.  Per- 
haps the  most  scathing  of  all  the  hostile  criticisms  that  have 
been  made  is  that  which  has  just  been  issued  by  the  County 
Councils  Association,  which  is  as  follows: — 

“ The  circular  is  highly  objectionable.  Apart  from  its 
unjustifiable  assumption  of  an  improper  exercise  of  discre- 
tion by  the  local  authorities,  it  is  not  an  accurate  statement 
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of  facts,  inasmuch  as  coiiditons  of  a tempcnavy  character, 
though  capable  of  causing  variation  in  the  quality  of  milk 
giren  by  an  individual  cow,  are  not  likely  to  have  a similar 
effect  in  the  case  of  mixed  milk  from  a herd  of  cows.  Fur- 
thermore, such  a pronouncement  by  a responsible  Govern- 
ment Department  as  is  constituted  by  this  circular  may 
probably  be  interpreted  by  Justices  (and  with  adequate 
excuse)  as  practically  equivalent  to  the  conferments  of  a 
right  upon  vendors  of  milk  to  be  immune  from  conviction 
in  the  absence  of  a preliminary  series  of  tests.” 

“ The  Sub-Committee,  in  their  report  to  the  County  Coun- 
cils Association,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  circular  is  un- 
called for,  and  is  likely  to  prove  detrimental  to  the  efficient 
administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  As  the  re- 
sult of  the  repoj't  it  was  resolved  ‘‘  that  the  Association  of 
iMunicipal  Corporations  be  invited  to  co-operate  with  the  County 
Councils  Association  in  their  endeavour  to  obtain  the  with- 
drawal of  Circular  325  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.” 


DISINFECTIONS  have  been  performed  as  shewn  below  : — 


fTi 

•1) 

I’illows 

Cusliions 

Blankets 

Mattresses 

Sheets 

Quilts 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Carpets 

Miscellaneous 

Articles 

Totals 

Destroyed  for  the 

- 

Borough 

39 

5 

207 

251 

Disinfected  for 

the  Borough  .. 

330 

264 

86 

971 

105 

268 

372 

1672 

193 

883 

5144 

Disinfected  for  the 

Batley  and  Dis 

trict  Hospital 

17 

'41 

1 

32 

27 

11 

25 

18 

172 

Totals 

386 

310 

87 

1003 

312 

295 

383 

1697 

193 

901 

5567 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  144,  rooms  disinfected  97,  apparatus 
charged  724  times,  library  books  disinfected  137. 


CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION  OF  VERMINOUS  PER- 
SONS AND  THEIR  BELONGINGS  can  be  carried  out  at  the 
disinfecting  and  contact  station,  where  waiting  rooms,  bathing 
facilities,  and  a modern  Manlove  Alliott  steam  disinfecting  appa- 
ratus are  installed. 
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S. — Public  Health  Staff. 


iMedical  OHicer  of  Health,  Medicah  G.  H.  Pearce,  M.l).,  (Durh.),  D.P  H , 
Superintendent  Maternity  and  Child  I (Camb.),  Barrister-at  Law  (Inner 
Welfare  Centres,  and  School  Med-  | Temple), 
ical  Officer  I 


School  Oculist  

Veterinary  Inspector 

School  Dental  Surgeon 

Public  Analyst  

Sanitary  Inspector  ... 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  Sup-  j 
erintendent  School  Nurse,  Adniinis- 
trative  Matron  of  Maternity  Home  | 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  ...-| 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 

Clerk  

Nurse  Mid  wives  in  Maternity  Home  < 


Geo.  Whitehead,  M.R.C.V.S.,  (Lond. 
and  Edin.). 

W.  G.  Gray,  L.  D.S.  (Glas.) 

F.  W.  Richardson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
.Joseph  Lindley,  F.S.I.A. 

Sister  Evans. 

Nurse  Farthing. 

Nurse  Dearden. 

Nurse  Waterhouse. 

Nurse  Robertshaw. 

George  Milner. 

Miss  K.  M.  Senior. 

Nurse  Dosser. 

Mrs.  Molyneaux. 

Miss  Carr. 


...  Randal  Herley,  B.A.,  L.R.C.P.  & S. 
(Edin.),  L. R.F.P.  & S.  (Glas.). 


All  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  Public  Health  Service,  with 
the  exception  of  the  School  Oculist,  Veterinary  Inspector,  Pub- 
lic Analyst,  and  Dental  Surgeon,  who  are  part-time  officers.  A 
fifty  per  cent,  salary  contribution  is  received  by  the  Town  (Joun- 
cil  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer  Grants  in  respect 
of  each,  with  the  exception  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  Public 
Analyst,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Clerk,  but  a sixth 
part  of  the  Clerk’s  salary  is  paid  from  the  above  funds  in  respect 
of  some  work  done  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sani- 
tary Institute  for  Inspectors  of  Nuisances.  All  the  Health  Visi- 
tors are  State  Registered  nurses  and  Certified  Midwives.  The 
Superintendent  is  specially  qualified  in  addition  by  virtue  of  being 
for  some  years  a sister  at  the  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals  for  Women 
and  Children,  Manchester.  At  the  Maternity  Home,  Nurse  Dosser 
is  a State  Registered  Nurse  and  Certified  Midwife.  Mrs.  Moly- 
neaux and  Miss  Carr  are  Certified  Midwives. 


9.  Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  109 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  86 

(1) .  Unfit  dwelling-houses None. 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  335 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Dis- 
trict) Regulations,  1910 100 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  None. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   None. 

(2) .  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  foi’mal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 39 

(3) .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  None. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  w'hich  were  ren- 
dered fit : — 

(a)  by  owners  None. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  de- 
clarations by  owners  of  intention  to  close  None. 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  2 

Kemedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners 2 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None. 
C. — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Hous- 


ing, Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  None. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  None. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit None. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  None. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  None. 


The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  3.9,  and  the  density 
of  population  per  acre  11.4  for  the  whole  Borough.  This  is  liable 
to  convey  a wrong  impression  without  explanation.  The  North 
and  Soothill  Wards  contain  a large  acreage  with  a comparatively 
small  population,  whilst  the  West  and  East  Wards  are  smaller 
in  acreage  but  contain  a large  population.  There  is  considerable 
overcrowding  in  Batley. 


BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR 
1922. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.  (Durh.),  D.P.H.  (Camb.), 

Of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrister-at-Law. 

Fellow  and  Member  of  Council  ( Past  President  Yorkshire  Branch ) 
of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute , 
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The  following  report  is  compiled  in  accordcance  with  instructions 
from  the  Board  of  Education  in  Form  6 M.  dated  December,  1920. 

Paiticulars  respecting  STAFF  and  CO-ORDINATION  are  given 
on  Page  2 of  the  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  1921, 
and  are  similar  at  present. 

The  School  Medical  Service  in  Relation  to  Public  Elementary 

Schools, 

School  Hygiene. -^Particulars  respecting  the  hygienic  circum- 
stances of  all  the  Batley  Elementary  Schools  are  given  on  Pages 
2 and  3 of  the  repoid  of  the  S.M.O.  for  1921,  and  are  applicable  to 
the  present  year.  The  number  of  scholars  on  the  roll  on  December 
31st,  1922,  was  5,083. 

The  Director  of  Education  (Mr.  Elliott)  has  kindly  funiished 
me  with  the  following  information  respecting  structural  altera- 
tions during  1922: — 

Healey  School. — New  Lavatory  Bowls  in  the  Mixed  Depart- 
ment. Improvements  to  the  artificial  lighting  in  the  In- 
fants’ Department. 

Park  Road  School. — Alteration  of  the  outside  offices- of  the 
Boys’  Department  providing  additional  accommodation. 
Additional  heating  radiators  fixed  in  the  Infants’  Depart- 
ment. 

Purlwell  School. — Two  additional  wall  cupboards  fixed  in 
the  Boys’  Department.  Additional  heating  radiators  in 
the  Infants’  Department. 

Gregory  Street  School. — A new  sectional  boiler  has  been 
provided 

A considerable  sum  has  been  spent  during  the  year  upon 
repairs  to  roofs.  School  yards,  heating  apparatus,  and 
upon  pointing,  etc.,  of  School  buildings. 

Medical  Inspection. 

(a)  Age  groups  inspected  during  1922  were  all  those  newly 
admitted  and  under  the  age  of  five  years,  together  with  all  those 
whose  fifth,  ninth,  and  thirteenth  birthdays  occurred  during  1922. 

(b)  The  Board’s  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  has  been  fol- 
lowed in  every  instance. 
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(c)  The  steps  taken  for  ascertaining  cases  of  crippling  defects 
are  fully  explained  on  Pages  62  and  63  of  the  report  of  the  S.M.O. 
for  1920. 

(d)  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  extent  to  which  disturbance 
of  school  arrangements  was  involved  by  medical  inspection. 


Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 


SUMMARY  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  ROUTINE 

EXAMINATIONS, 

EXCLUDING  DEFECTIVE  TEETH. 

Free  from 

Found  suffering 

classified 

Previous  Years. 

from  one  or  more 

Previous  Years. 

defects 

classified  defects. 

■ 

1908-46.0 

1915-43.1 

1908-54.0 

1915-56.8 

1909-54.4 

1916-50.7 

1909-45.6 

1916-49.2 

1910-38.0 

1917-53.0 

1910-61.9 

1917-46.9 

42.3 

1911-31.3 

1918-55.9 

57.6 

1911-68.6 

1918-44.0 

% 

1912-31.6 

1919-43.6 

% 

1912-68.4 

1919-563 

1913-35.9 

1920-40.5 

1913-64.0 

1920-59.4 

1914-21.5 

1921-41.7 

1914-78.4 

1921-58.2 

If  verminous  conditions  are  also 

deducted 

• 

the  figures  are  : — 

Free  from 

Found  suffering 

classified 

Previous  Years. 

from  one  or  more 

Previous  Years. 

defects. 

classified  defects. 

1908-67.3 

1915-58.0 

1908-32.6 

1915-41.9 

1909-67.9 

1916-67.0 

1909-32.0 

1916-30.9 

1910-89.7 

1917-69.6 

1910-10.2 

1917-30.3 

47.3 

1911-82.7 

1818-57.2 

52.0 

1911-17.2 

1918-42.7 

1o 

1912-80.4 

1919-55.2 

% 

1912-19.5 

1919-44.7 

1913-39.2 

1920-52.1 

1913-60.7 

1920-47.8 

1914-37.8 

1921-45.8 

1914-62.4 

1921-54.1 
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The  llgmes  given  in  the  preceding  table  shew  an  iniproveineut 
daring  recent  years,  although  in  some  years  the  conditions  found 
have  been  much  better.  Many  of  the  defects  discovered  were 
comparatively  minor,  although  a substantial  proportion  were  seri- 
ous. Generally  speaking,  however,  it  can  be  confidently  asserted 
that  the  general  condition  of  Batley  scholars  to-day,  compared  with 
that  of  say  ten  years  ago,  from  a physical  and  medical  standpoint 
is  tremendously  improved.  There  are  still  many  minor  conditions 
to  be  seen  amongst  the  scholars  which  should  not  be,  but  these 
are  graduall.v  being  overcome  year  by  year.  A careful  study  of 
the  tables,  which  are  largely  self-explanatory,  should  suffice  to 
furnish  ample  explanation. 

(a)  MALNUTRITION. — 201  children,  or  14.6  per  cent.,  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  Malnutrition.  This  is  an  improvement 
on  the  figures  for  1921  and  1920,  which  were  respectively  21.7  and 
16.1  per  cent.  There  has  been  considerable  unemployment  during 
the  year,  and  this  may  have  contributed  to  some  extent,  but,  as 
previously  stated,  malnutrition  amongst  Batley  scholars  is  not 
invariably  the  result  of  poverty  or  lack  of  food.  An  appreciable 
number  of  these  cases  can  readily  be  set  down  to  improper,  but 
not  insufficient,  food  and  lack  of  parental  control.  During  the 
year,  the  School  Nurses  have  devoted  much  attention  to  the  ques- 
tion of  diet,  and  have  spent  considerable  time  in  explaining  to 
mothers  the  value  of  foodstuffs,  demonstrating  how  the  greatest 
nourishment  at  the  least  cost  can  easily  be  obtained  from  various 
articles  of  diet  if  attention  is  paid  to  the  simple  directions  given. 
There  is  no  relationship  between  the  cost  of  food  and  its  nutri- 
tional value.  It  is  quite  common  for  parents  to  waste  much 
money  in  this  manner. 

(b)  UNCLEANLINESS. — The  grosser  verminous  conditions  are 
not  now  frequently  met  with,  but  there  are  still  many  cases  re- 
stricted largely  year  after  year  to  the  same  families,  where  exten- 
sive verminous  conditions  are  regularly  discovered.  During  1922, 
14,204  surprise  examinations  were  made  by  the  School  Nurses,  and 
893  individual  children,  being  17.5  per  cent,  of  the  scholars  on 
the  school  registers,  were  found  to  be  in  a verminous  condition. 
No  prn«ecntions  have  been  undertaken. 

(c)  MINOR  AILMENTS. — Reference  may  be  made  to  the 
tables. 
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(d)  TONSILS  and  ADENOIDS. — An  arrangement  is  in  exist- 
ence between  the  Batley  Education  Committee  and  the  Governors 
of  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital  by  which,  in  consideration  of 
the  annual  payment  to  the  funds  of  the  Hospital  by  the  Committee 
of  £50,  cases  of  Adenoids  and  Enlarged  Tonsils  referred  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  are  operated  upon  at  the  Hospital  by 
members  of  the  Honorary  Surgical  Staff.  During  1922  the  number 
of  cases  so  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  was  58,  and  10 
of  these  were  actually  operated  upon  at  the  Hospital.  It  is  re- 
grettable that  the  majority  of  parents  refuse  to  take  advantage 
of  the  facilities  offered,  and,  in  most  instances,  no  treatment  what- 
ever is  obtained,  notwithstanding  the  strong  pressure  which  is 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  parents  in  the  interests  of  their  children. 

(e)  TUBERCULOSIS. — At  the  routine  examinations  two  de- 
finite and  ten  suspected  Pulmonaiy  cases  were  discovered,  together 
with  thirteen  definite  Non-Pulmonary  cases.  During  the  year  1922, 
16  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified  by  doctors,  being  eight 
Pulmonary  cases  and  8 Non-Pulmonary,  15  attended  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools  and  1 the  Boys’  Grammar  School.  There  are  at  pre- 
sent 104  children  of  school  age  in  Batley  suffering  from  some  form 
of  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  active  steps  were  taken  to  pro- 
vide education  on  open-air  lines  in  the  Park  for  these  children, 
but  the  Board  of  Education  declined  to  sanction  the  Committee’s 
proposals,  hence  nothing  is  done  for  them,  which  is  most  re- 
grettable. There  was  no  suggestion  of  dealing  in  this  manner 
with  open  cases  of  tuberculosis,  the  idea  being  to  provide  for 
scholars  suffering  from  ancemia,  malnutrition,  and  similar  children 
obviously  delicate  and  in  need  of  the  open-air  life  well  known  as 
in  the  pre-tubercular  stage,  as  advocated  by  the  S M.O.  for  many 
years.  The  following  cutting  from  a local  newspaper  is  of  interest — 

Open=Air  Classes. 

“ Speaking  to  the  minutes  of  the  School  Management  and  Fin- 
ance Committee,  the  Mayor  said  the  Board  of  Education  had 
intimated  they  were  unable  to  approve  the  formation  of  open-air 
classes  for  Batley,  and  the  Committee  had  decided  to  communicate 
further  with  the  Board.  The  formation  of  these  classes  was  the 
Committee’s  proposal  for  meeting  the  requirements  of  delicate 
children.  For  many  years  the  Committee  had  been  greatly  con- 
cerned about  children  suffering  from  or  threatened  with  tuberculosis. 
These  children  were  excluded  from  ordinary  school  life,  and  yet 
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no  provision  had  been  made  for  them,  and  the  Committee  felt  this 
was  a rather  serious  deficiency  in  the  town’s  educational  arrange- 
ments. It  should  be  made  perfectly  clear  to  the  public,  however, 
that  the  check  in  this  matter  had  come  from  senior  authorities  and 
was  not  due  to  indifference  or  opposition  in  Batley.  He  also  de- 
sired to  emphasise  that  the  cost  of  such  a local  scheme  was  so 
small  that,  even  in  these  days  when  strict  economy  was  so  neces- 
sary, one  thought  it  would  be  worth  while,  as  both  the  mental  and 
physical  ecpiipment  of  the  children  were  at  stake.  It  was  a thous- 
and pities  a very  modest  scheme  such  as  Batley  put  forward  should 
have  failed  to  receive  the  approval  of  the  Board.” 

“ The  Chairman  said  the  Board  gave  one  or  two  reasons  against 
the  scheme,  but  the  chief  one  appeared  to  be  financial  considera- 
tions. The  Committee  had  decided  to  make  a further  appeal  to 
the  Board  to  see  if  something  more  could  not  be  done.” 

(f)  SKIN  DISEASES. — Only  12  cases  were  discovered,  a dimi- 
nution on  the  preceding  year’s  figures.  No  special  comment  is 
called  for. 

(g)  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASES. — 12  were  seen,  mostly 
Blepharitis,  and  were  referred  for  treatment. 

(h)  VISION. — On  Page  8 of  the  report  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  1921  remarks  are  made  respecting  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic 
and  the  work  performed  there  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Dr. 
Randal  Herley),  whose  report  is  appended.  Very  great  benefit  has 
been  derived  by  scholars  and  parents  through  Dr.  Herley’s  work, 
and  the  great  interest  taken  by  him  in  the  welfare  of  those 
children  brought  to  his  notice. 

Report  of  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

54,  Bradford  Road,  Dewsbury, 

11th  January,  1923. 

TO  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  BATLEY. 

Dear  Sir, 

From  February  9th,  1922,  to  November  30th,  1922,  I exam- 
ined the  eyes  of  12(!  school  children,  and  spectacles  were  prescribed 
in  119  cases: — 
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Hypermetropia  42,  Myopia  10,  Single  Myopic  Astignnatism  1, 
Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism  8,  Simple  Hypermetropic  Astigma- 
tism 5,  Compound  Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  46,  Mixed  Astig- 
matism 7. 

In  six  cases  spectacles  were  not  prescribed,  and  one  child  re- 
ceived a prescription  for  smoked  glasses. 

Some  of  the  children  had  Convergent  Squint.  The  cases  shew- 
ing signs  of  ocular  disease  were  veiy  few. 

I am  much  obliged  to  the  members  of  your  staff  for  the  excel- 
lent way  in  which  they  prepared  the  eases  for  me. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RANDAL  HERLEY. 

(i)  EAR  DISEASE  and  HEARING. — The  conditions  met  were 
generally  due  to  a previous  attack  of  Measles  or  Scarlet  Fever. 
Special  care  is  taken  to  impress  upon  parents  the  importance  of 
treatment  where  discharge  from  the  ears  occurs. 

(j)  DENTAL  DEFECT. — The  School  Dental  Surgeon  (Mr.  W. 
G.  Gray,  L.D.S.)  continues  to  do  valuable  work.  His  report  is 
appended : — 

Roscoe  House, 

Leeds  Road,  Dewsbury. 

TO  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  BATLEY. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on  the  Dental 
Inspection  and  Treatment  of  school  children  in  the  Elementary 
Schools. 

As  formerly,  all  the  children  of  the  age  groups  6 years  to  8 years 
inclusive  have  been  examined,  and  those  accepting  treatment  have 
mostly  J|(een  treated. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  there  appears  to  be  more  interes,t 
taken  by  the  parents  in  the  dental  treatment  of  the  children,  which 
is  gratifying,  but  there  is  still  great  need  for  education  and  pro- 
paganda. 

The  accompanying  tables  give  the  figures  for  the  year  and  ex- 
plain themselves. 

I wish  to  again  thank  you  and  your  staff  for  their  co-operation. 

I remain,  sir, 

Yours  faithfully. 


W.  G.  GRAY. 
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Inspection  at  Schools. 


SCHOOL. 

No. 

Examined. 

No. 

Absent. 

No. 

Reexamined. 

No.  Requiting 

Treatment. 

No.  Re-examined 

requiring 

treatment. 

No.  Re-examined 

requiring  furtlier 

treatment. 

Brownhill  ... 

i5 

10 

31 

20 

15 

5 

Field  Lane  ... 

77 

22 

43 

40 

34 

4 

Gregory  Street 

60 

23 

35 

34 

25 

2 

Mill  Lane  ... 

100 

41 

79 

54 

46 

14 

Healey 

119 

11 

72 

69 

51 

10 

Hanging  Heaton  .. 

54 

7 

18 

32 

13 

8 

Carlinghow-Infants 

70 

1 

30 

20 

— 

Boys  & Girls 

105 

12 

103 

56 

54 

22 

St.  Mary’s — Girls 

100 

14 

86 

57 

49 

10 

Infants  & Boys 

42 

11 

5 

15 

4 

2 

Staincliffe  ... 

98 

9 

57 

51 

36 

4 

Parish  Church 

133 

3 

92 

63 

49 

13 

Warwick  Rd.-Inf’ts 

97 

15 

22 

41 

12 

— 

Boys  & Girls 

63 

2 

55 

42 

38 

8 

Park  Rd  -Inf.  & Boys 

100 

11 

54 

49 

32 

7 

Girls 

52 

8 

14 

36 

33 

9 

Purlwell-Girls&Boys 

129 

10 

93 

83 

61 

8 

Infants 

71 

9 

-- 

16 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

1515 

219 

909 

778 

563 

126 

53 


Treatment  at  Clinic. 

Number  of  hours  taken  over  treatment  1S3 

Appointments  niiido  Sof) 

Appointments  broken  

New  patients  attended .3-10 

Former  patients  attended  ‘200 

Patients  from  formei'  years  attended  I.5H 

No.  of  amalg.  fillings — temporary  10 

permanent  594 

No.  of  compound  fillings — temporary  Nil 

permanent  8 

No.  of  cement  fillings — temporary  1 

permanent  4 

No.  of  root  fillings — temporary Nil 

permanent  Nil 

No.  of  teeth  actually  filled  590 

No.  of  extractions — temporaiy  329 

permanent  1 

No.  of  local  anaesthetics 213 

No.  of  Ag.  N.O.s  dressings  57 

No.  of  other  dressings  4 

(k)  CEIPPLING  DEFECTS — Particulars  are  provided  in  the 
tables  appended. 


Acconiiiiodation  in  the  Homes  of  Batley  School  Children  Examined 

During  1922. 


This  Table  is  not  strictly  accurate  as  experience  proves  that 
parents  do  not  always  give  truthful  replies  to  queries  respecting 
housing  conditions  : — 


No.  of  rooms 

in  house 

No.  of  persons  per  Tenement. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

and 

upwards 

Total. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 ■ 

6 

52 

89 

103 

62 

45 

22 

13 

6 

2 

400 

o 

O 

7 

51 

89 

101 

82 

Go 

34 

10 

9 

4 

1 

453 

4 

1 

10 

33 

59 

48 

50 

24 

15 

6 

7 

2 

.255 

1 

1 

5 & upwards 

i 

0 

25 

30 

41 

27 

24 

18 

0 

4 

4 

188 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year,  on  account  of  Measles,  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  recommend  closure  of  the  following  infants’  schools  for  the 
periods  stated  : — 

School.  Date  of  Closure.  Date  of  Re-opening. 


Purlwell  

. 17.10.22 

6.11.22 

Hanging  Heaton  

. 22.11.22 

11.12.22 

Field  Lane  

. 28.11.22 

After  Xmas  holidays. 

Park  Road  

8.12.22 

do. 

Carlinghow  

do. 

do. 

Warwick  Road  

do. 

do. 

Hanging  Heatoti  (re-closed)  .. 

. 12.12.22 

do. 

Parish  Church  

. 18.12.22 

do. 

Head  Teachers  reported  288  and  School  Attendance  Officers  199 
cases  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease  during  the  year. 
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In  all  infectious  or  contagious  conditions  the  Head  Teacher  is 
furnished  with  a certificate  of  Exclusion  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  the  scholar  must  not  be  re-admitted  to  school  until  a 
re-admission  certificate  has  been  received  by  the  Head  Teacher 
from  the  same  source.  Duplicates  of  these  certificates  are  sent  to 
the  Director  of  Education. 


The  total  number  of  exclusions  during  the  year  was  815. 

The  following  shews  the  average  weekly  number  of  children, 
either  patients  or  contacts,  excluded  from  school  during  1922  on 


account  of  infectious  or  contagious 

Scarlet  Fever  8 

Diphtheria  3 

Enteric  Fever  0.5 

Measles  24 

Whooping  Cough  8 

Chicken  Pox  1 


conditions  : — 

Mumps 2 

Ringworm  13 

Impetigo  0.6 

Contagious  Ophthalmia  Nil 

Scabies  2 

Verminous  Conditions  3 


In  the  case  of  non-notifiable  diseases  or  conditions — that  is  to 
say  not  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Noti- 
fication of  Infectious  Diseases  Acts,  or  Regulations  made  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts — information  is  generally  obtained  through  noti- 
fication being  made  by  Head  Teachers  or  Attendance  Officers. 

Particulars  respecting  rules  for  exclusion  of  children  from  school 
are  given  on  pages  70  and  71  of  the  Report  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  1920. 

Following  Up. 

All  defects  discovered,  if  necessary,  are  followed  up  through 
visitation  of  the  home  by  the  School  Nurses,  the  giving  of  further 
advice,  and  persuasion  of  parents  to  take  the  requisite  steps  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  particular  condition.  In  this  connection 
1444  home  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  190  visits  to 
schools  for  purposes  other  than  verminous  and  allied  conditions. 


Medical  Treatment. 

The  methods  employed  or  available  for  the  treatment  of  defects 
are  fully  specified  on  pages  13  and  14  of  the  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  1921.  The  conditions  during  1922  were  the  same. 

Open-air  Education. 

fa)  PLAYGROUND  CLASSES. — It  is  the  practice  in  most 
schools,  particularly  in  infants’  schools,  to  take  classes  out  into 
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the  yard  in  suitable  weather.  At  schools  like  Browiihill  the  chil- 
dren aic  taken  into  an  adjacent  field.  The  following  remarks  taken 
from  a local  newspaper  are  of  interest: — 

“ The  Board  of  Education  has  told  the  Batley  Education  Com- 
mittee that  it  cannot  approve  the  formation  of  open-air  classes. 
The  Batley  Education  Committee  arc  not  taking  this  rather  mean 
form  of  economy  without  protest.  The  committee  has  prepared  a 
vei'y  modest  scheme  of  classes  for  children  in  the  open  air,  a scheme 
which  would  involve  very  little  expense  and  not  in  anj'  way  com- 
mensurate with  the  great  good  which  the  children  would  derive. 
The  education  of  these  children  is  in  danger  of  being  neglected, 
as  they  are  excluded  from  the  schools  on  account  of  their  condition. 
The  Education  Committee  is  in  the  right  in  making  provision  for 
them,  and  we  hope  they  will  stick  to  their  determination  to  see 
the  matter  through,  even  in  the  face  of  the  Board  of  Education  if 
necessary.” 

(b)  SCHOOL  JOURNEYS. — As  last  year,  several  senior  schools 
arranged  day  or  half-day  journeys  to  York,  Bridlington,  Ilklej% 
Bolton  Abbey,  the  Dukcries,  etc.  Groups  of  scholars  have  also, 
as  in  previous  years,  paid  visits  to  the  local  Park. 

(c) *SCHOOL  CAMPS. — No  School  Camps  were  organised  dur- 
ing the  year. 

(d)  OPEN-AIR  CLASSROOMS  IN  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS. — There  are  none,  but  where  possible  it  is  common  dur- 
ing suitable  weather  for  classroom  windows  to  be  open  widely  dur- 
ing teaching. 

(e)  DAY  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS. — The  Committee  do  not  pos- 
sess any. 

(f)  RESIDENTIAL  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS.— The  Committee 
do  not  possess  any. 

Physical  Training. 

The  Director  of  Education  (Mr.  Elliott)  informs  me  that  the 
particulars  given  on  page  73  of  my  Report  for  1920  are  mainly 
applicable  to  the  year  under  review.  The  usual  arrangements  were 
made  for  instruction  in  swimming  to  be  given  at  the  Public  Baths 
to  580  boys  and  415  girls  from  tlie  Elementary  Schools.  Certificates 
were  awaided  to  173  boys  and  93  girls  for  swimming  from  1 to  72 
lengths.  Arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  all  the 
Schools  (with  the  exception  of  Field  Lane  Infants’  School)  have 
Ihe  use,  or  partial  use,  of  a playing  field. 


Provision  of  Meals. 


Mr.  Elliott  informs  me  that  no  meal.s  have  been  provided  during 
the  year  1922,  as  against  3,853  free  dinners  given  to  scholars  in  1921. 
The  School  Medical  Ofllcer  is  consulted  as  to  suitable  menus  when- 
ever general  arrangements  are  under  consideration.  There  is  no 
central  kitchen  for  the  preparation  of  food,  but  head  teachers  are 
provided  with  tickets  entitling  the  holder  to  a meal  at  a stated 
restaurant  or  confectioner’s.  These  are  issued  in  cases  of  necessity 
at  the  discretion  of  the  head  teacher,  and  a report  forwarded  to 
the  Education  Office  the  same  day.  The  granting  of  further  tickets 
is  then  dependent  upon  the  result  of  the  enquiry  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officers. 


School  Baths. 

There  are  no  baths  attached  to  any  of  the  schools.  Scholars 
visit  the  swimming  baths  under  supervision  as  previously  explained, 
but  this  is  for  purposes  of  swimming,  not  for  cleansing. 

Co=operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  anti  School  Attendance  Officers. 

During  1922,  67.5  per  cent,  of  parents  attended  the  routine  in- 
spections. On  pages  15  and  16  of  the  Report  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  1921  particulars  are  given  respecting  the  assistance  given 
by  Head  Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers.  This  has  been 
continued  during  1922  as  previously. 

Cooperation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

It  is  occasionally  necessaiy  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  National 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  where  it  is  found 
that  children  are  persistently  verminous  and  generally  neglected. 
In  such  cases  the  School  Nurses  occasionally  fail  to  make  an  im- 
pression. but  a visit  from  the  Society’s  Inspector  generally  results 
in  much  benefit  to  the  scholars  concerned. 

During  the  early  portion  of  the  year  “ The  Boots  for  the  Bairns’ 
Fund,”  inaugurated  by  the  Mayor  of  Batley  (Alderman  T.  Western) 
and  administrated  by  a Committee,  provided  525  pairs  of  boots  and 
70S  other  garments  for  children.  The  distribution  was  carried  out 
by  a Committee  in  co-operation  with  Miss  H.  Evans  (Superintend- 
ent Health  Visitor)  and  the  School  Attendance  Officers. 
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Blind,  Deaf,  Defective,  and  Epileptic  Children. 

The  arrangements  described  on  pages  16  and  17  of  the  Report  of 
the  School  Medical  Officer  for  1921  still  hold  good.  Particulars  are 
given  in  the  appended  tables. 

Nursery  Schools. 

The  Education  Committee  does  not  at  present  possess  any. 

Secondary  Schools. 

The  School  Medical  Ofl&cer,  as  such,  is  not  concerned  with  the 
scholars  attending  secondai’y  schools  in  Batley.  He  is,  however, 
frequently  consulted  by  the  heads  of  the  boys’  and  girls’  Grammar 
Schools  respecting  matters  arising  out  of  infectious  disease,  advice 
being  given  in  the  capacity  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Continuation  Schools. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  not  concerned  as  such  with  pupils 
attending  this  institution  in  Batley. 

Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

(1)  Scholars,  where  employed  out  of  school  hours,  are  chiefly 
engaged  in  the  distribution  of  papers  and  periodicals  for  news- 
agents, and  in  other  ways  as  messengers,  errand  boys,  etc. 

(2)  There  is  no  co-ordination  between  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  and  that  of  the  certifying  Factory  Surgeon  for  the 
Borough,  this  officer  being  a general  practitioner  who  resides  in 
another  town. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  during  1922  at  the  School  Clinic 
was  1127,  the  number  of  scholars  being  204. 

Statistical  Tables. 

The  six  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  in 
?-espect  of  children  in  Public  Elementary  Schools,  together  with 
others  of  local  interest  are  appended  herewith.  I desire  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  woik  performed  by  the  School 
Nurses  during  1922  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Director  of 
Education  (Mr.  Elliott),  the  Head  Teachers,  and  the  Attendance 
Officers  (Messrs.  Hinchcliffe  and  Barker). 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D  , D.P.H., 

School  Medical  Officer 


COMPARISON  WITH  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Percentage  of  Children  tonnd  with  Defects  at  Routine  Examination. 

Excluding  Defective  Teeth. 
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TABLE  I. 


ROUTINE  INSPECTION. 
NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED. 

A. 


Entrants 

Age 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Otiier 

Ages. 

Total 

Boys 

1 

21 

142 

2 

— 

172 

Girls 

19 

17 

128 

6 

— 

170 

Totals 

26 

38 

270 

8 

— 

342 

Int-rmediate 

Group. 

Leavers 

Grand 

Total 

9 

12 

13 

14 

other 

Ages. 

Total 

271 

189 

57 

— 

— 

517 

689 

276 

186 

50 

— 

— 

512 

682 

547 

375 

! 107 

— 

— 

1029 

1371 

B. SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Age 

Special  Cases 

Re-e.xaniinations  (i.e.,  No.  of 

Children  re-examined). 

Boys 

84 

76 

Girls 

92 

58 

Totals 

176 

134 

C. TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN 

INSPECTED  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

^ WHETHER  AS  ROUTINE  OR  SPECIAL  CASES 
(no  child  being  counted  more  than  once  in  one  year). 


Number  of  Individual  Children  Inspected. 


1587 


Table  II.  Return  ol  Defects  found  in  the  course  of 
Medical  Inspection  in  1922. 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Routine  Inspections 

Specials 

No.  referred  for  treat- 

ment. 

1 

No.  required  to  be  kept  1 

under  observation,  but 

not  referred  for  treat- 

ment 

No.  referred  for  treat- 

ment 

1 

No  required  to  be  kept 

under  observation,  but 

not  referred  for  treat- 

ment 

Malnutrition 

187 

— 

— 

— 

Uncleanliness — 

II7 

13 

13 

— 

Body 

1 

34 

1 

— 

Ringworm — 

Head 

1 

Body  

— 

— 

Impetigo  

— 

9 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tubercular)  

2 

Blepharitis 

3 

7 



— 

Conjunctivitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keratitis ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

U 

Corneal  Ulcer  

— 

— 

— 

— 

a 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

2 



— 

Defective  Vision  

67 

116 

10 



Squint ■■ 

16 

11 

3 



Other  Conditions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Hearing  



4 

1 

. 

3 . 

Otitis  Media 

8 

4 





3 

1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  

52 

58 

1 

Adenoids  

9 

3 

2 

ce  g 

D fc.  T 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 



otl 

Z;  ^ 

Mouth  Breather 

1 

1 

Other  Conditions 

— 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tubercular) 

— 

62 

— 

— 

Defective  Speech  

— 

15 

2 

— 

^ § 

Heart  Disease — 

31 

Organic  

— 

2 

— 

— 

Functional  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ho 

Ansemia 

16 

14 

— 

— 

m 

Bronchitis 

1 

29 



__ 

c 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Diseases  

I 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Suspected  

8 

o 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Glands 

1 

12 

— 

— 

■3 

Cj 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Hip ■■■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Bones  and  .loints 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

is 

1 Epilepsy  ...  

— 

— 

— 

> -2 

Chorea 

— 

1 

— 

— 

V >> 

1 Other  Conditions 

— 

3 

— 

— 

.2 

Rickets 

— 

92 

— 

— 

S 

1 Spinal  Curvature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

t Other  Forms  

— 

19 

— 

— 

Q 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

309 

Number  of  Individual  Children  having  Defects  which  required  Treat- 
ment or  to  be  kept  under  observation 790. 


TABLE  III. 

Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the 

Area  in  1922. 


Blind 

(includint'  partially  blind)  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Elementary  Education 
( Blind  and  Deaf  Children)  Act,  1893. 


Deaf  and  Dumb 

(including  partially  deaf),  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Elementary  Education 
(Blind  and  D^af  Children)  Act,  1893 


■Mentally 

DeScient. 


Feeble  Minded. 


Imbeciles. 


Idiots. 


Epileptics. 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 


Other  Tubercular 
Cases 


Crippling  due  to 
Tuberculosis. 


Physically 

Defective. 


Cripples  due  to  causes 
other  than  Tubercu- 
losis, »V.,  Paralysis, 
Rickets,  Traumatism 


Other  Physical  Defec- 
tives, e£.,  delicate 
and  other  children 
suitable  for  admis- 
sion to  Open-Air 
Schools ; children 
sufifering  from  severe 
heart  disease. 


Dull  or  Backward. 


Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the 

Blind  

Not  at  School 


Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the 
Deaf 

Not  at  School 


Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Mentally  Defective  Children. 

Notified  to  the  Local  Control  Author- 
ity by  Local  Education  Authority 
during  the  year. 

Not  at  School 


At  School  .. 
Not  at  School 


Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Epileptics. 

In  Institutions  other  than  Cert 
Schools 
Not  at  School 


Attending  Public  Elementary  S( 
Attending  Certified  Schools 
Phj’sically  Defective  Children. 
In  Institutions  other  than  Cei 
Schools. 

Not  at  School 


Attending 


5,  Public  Elementary  Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

Physically  Defective  Children. 

In  Institutions  other  than  Cert 
Schools. 

Not  at  School 


Attending  Certified  Schools 
Physically  Defective  Children. 
In  Institutions  other  than  Cet 
Schools. 

Not  at  School 


Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Open-Air  Schools. 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
Physically  Defective  Children 
other  than  Open-Air  Schools 
Not  at  School 


Retarded  2 years  ... 
Retarded  3 years  ... 


Boys 

Oirls 

Total 

1 

3 

4 

2 

— 

2 

• > 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

•— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

' 1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

6 

28 

43 

71 

4 

8 

12 

1 

r 

3 

4 

9 

S 11 
r 

I 

10 

27 

1 

s 

r 

1 

2 

1 

9 

10 

10 

19 

29 

11 

.*> 

10 

61 


TABLE  IV. 

.TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1922. 

A. TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

treatment. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Treated. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

SKIN 

Ringworm — Head  ... 

42 

12 

28 

40 

Ringworm — Body  .. 

11 

10 

1 

11 

Scabies 

12 

— 

12 

12 

Impetigo 

23 

10 

13 

23 

Minor  Injuries 

5 

1 

4 

5 

Other  Skin  Diseases 



— 

— 

— 

EAR  DISEASE 

13 

,5 

5 

10 

EYE  DISEASE 

(External  and  other) 

19 

14 

5 

19 

MISCELLANEOUS  ... 

6 

1 

4 

5 

The  total  attendances  during  1922  at  the  Scliool  Clinic  numbered  1127. 
B. TREATMENT  OF  VISUAL  DEFECT. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

Refrac- 

tion. 

Submitted  for  Refraction. 

For 

whom 

glasses 

were 

pre- 

scribed. 

For 

whom 

glasses 

were 

provided 

Recom- 

mended 

for 

treat- 

ment 

other 

than 

by 

glasses 

Received 

other 

forms 

of 

treat- 

ment 

For 

whom 

no 

treat- 

ment 

was 

con- 

sidered 

neces- 

sary. 

Under 

Local 

Edu- 

catioti 

Author- 

ity’s 

Sclieme 

tjlinic 

or 

Hospital 

By 

Private 

Prac- 

titioner 

or 

Hospital 

Other- 

wise 

Total. 

136 

122 

3 

— 

125 

119 

99 

3 

2 

5 

C. — TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Recei  veel 
Other  Forms 
of 

Treatment. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme — 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or 

Hospital. 

Total. 

58 

10 

2 

12 

1 

62 


D. — TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 
1.  Number  of  Children  dealt  with. 


AGE  Groups. 

6 — 8 years. 

“ Specials” 

Total. 

(a)  Inspected  by 

Dentist 

1515 

— 

1515 

(b)  Referred  for 

Treatment 

778 

— 

778 

(c)  Actually  Treated 

481 

8 

489 

(d)  Re-treated — 
fResult  of  Periodical 
Examination) 

158 

— 

158 

2.  Particulars  of  Time  given  and  of  Operations  undertaken. 


No.  of 
Half 
Days 
Devoted 
to 

Inspec- 

tion. 

No.  of 
Half 
Days 
Devoted 
to 

Treat- 

ment. 

TotalNo. 

of 

Attend- 

ances 

made 

by 

the 

Children 
at  the 
Clinic. 

No.  of 

Permanent  Teeth. 

No.  of 

Temporary  Teeth. 

Total 
No.  of 
Fillings. 

No.  of 
Adminis- 
trations 
of 

General 
Anaes- 
thetics 
included 
in  (4) 
and  (6). 

No.  of  other 
Operations. 

Ex- 

tracted. 

Filled. 

Ex- 

tracted. 

Filled. 

Perma- 

nent 

Teeth. 

Tem- 

porary 

Teeth. 

(!) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7; 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

14 

61 

797 

1 

606 

329 

11 

590 

— 

61 

— 

63 


E. TREATMENT  OF  UNCLEANLINESS. 


The  average  number  of  visits  per  annum  made  by  the  School 
Nurses  to  each  School,  5. 

Total  number  of  examinations  made  of  children  by  School 
Nurses  in  the  year  in  the  schools,  14,204. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean,  893. 

Arrangements  made  by  the  Authority  for  cleansing,  and  thj 
number  of  children  cleansed  under  these  arrangements.  — Cleans- 
ing Station,  but  not  used  for  this  purpose,  as  action  is  not  taken 
under  Children  Act,  1908,  but  under  School  Attendance  Regulations. 

Record  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  the  Children  Act,  1908, 
or  the  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws. — None.  • 


F. TREATMENT  OF  OTHER  DEFECTS. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

Treatment 

Treated. 

Under  Local 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

82 

— 

45 

45 

TABLE  V. 

SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  AS  SHOWN  IN 
TABLE  IV.  (A,  B,  C,  D,  and  F,  BUT  EXCLUDING  E). 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

Treated. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

for 

Treatment. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Minor  Ailments 

I3I 

53 

72 

125 

Visual  Defects 
Defects  of  Nose 

136 

122 

3 

125 

and  Throat  .. 

58 

10 

2 

12 

Dental  Defects 

778 

647 

— 

647 

Other  Defects... 

82 

45 

45 

Totals  ... 

1185 

832 

122 

954 

«5 

TABLE  VI. 

SUMMAU.Y  RJilLATlNG  TO  CHII-DREiN  MEDiCALlY  INtiPBCTED  A'l’ 
the;  RO’UTINEI  INSCPEICTTONS  OURIiNG  THE  YEAR  1922. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected 
at  the  Routine  Inspections.  X 


(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  de- 
fects (other  than  uncleanliness  or  defective  cloth- 
ing or  footgear)  who  require  to  be  kept  under 
observation  (but  not  referred  for  treatment). 


(.3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
Malnutrition 
Skin  Disease 

Defective  Vision  (including  Squint) 

Eye  Disease 
Defective  Hearing 
Ear  Disease 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease 

Enlai-ged  Cervical  Glands  (non-tubercular) 

Defective  Speech 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic 

Functional 

Antemia 

Lung  Disease  (non-tubercular) 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  (definite) 

Pulmonary  (suspected) 

N on-Pulmonary 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System 
Defonnities 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 


1371 


449 


201 

12 

200 

12 

9 

17 

126 

63 

15 

2 

1 

30 

31 


10 

13 

3 

90 

143 


(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred! 
for  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  etc.). 


212 


(5)  The  number  of  children  in  (4)  who  received  treat- 
ment for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanh-:  129 

ness,  defective  clothing,  etc.).  j 


X “ Specials  " 


ai'c  not  included  in  this  1 aV)le. 


